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Luke 4:14-30 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was 
praised by everyone. 16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless you 
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell 
you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25 But the truth is, there were many 
widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to 
a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many lepers[a] in Israel in the time of the 
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard 
this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and 
led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off 
the cliff. 30 But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A14-30&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25083a
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I have a good story for you today.  It’s the beginning of the Jesus story from the Gospel of 
Luke.  Our story takes place as Jesus shows up in his hometown of Nazareth.  It’s the 
sabbath day.  As was his habit, he goes to the synagogue on the sabbath. There he gets the 
honor of reading scripture.  He’s handed the scroll of Isaiah and Jesus turns to the passage 
where the prophet speaks these words: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor . . . to proclaim release to the captives . . . 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.”  Jesus then sits down and the sermon begins: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing.”  “Is not this Joseph’s son?”  The people are amazed.  He’s one of their own, 
coming to bring us comfort and hope.  Now the healings he did in Capernaum, he’ll surely do 
for us.  But then the mood suddenly changes as the sermon continues.  
 
The good news isn’t just for you.  God’s freedom, healing, release, and favor aren’t limited to 
you people of Nazareth, you people of Israel.  He then retells two stories they already know.  
The first was how during a famine in Israel the prophet Elijah could have saved any Jewish 
woman; but he chose to help the widow at Zarephath in Phoenicia.  He did good for a 
gentile, an outsider.  Next, Elijah’s successor Elisha could have healed any Israelite suffering 
from leprosy as a demonstration of God’s power and mercy but it’s Naaman, a Syrian 
general who receives this blessing.  Jesus is telling the people of Nazareth you don’t have an 
inside track to God’s favor.  They are outraged!  Their celebration of their hometown hero 
turns to rage.  Jesus is run out of town, and almost thrown him off the cliff.  But Jesus calmly 
walks through the crowd and continues on his way. 
 
In reminding them of the stories of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath and Elisha and 
Naaman, Jesus is retelling their own story.  He’s reminding the people of Nazareth of who 
they are: ones who were once slaves in Egypt.  God freed them and made them into a holy 
people, with land of their own.  They became Israel.  God made a promise to their ancestor 
Abraham: through you and your descendants, all people of the world shall be blessed.  Israel 
is to be a light to the nations.  The temple is to be a house of prayer for all people.  The 
holiness of Israel, their being set apart, is meant to bring the blessings of the one God to all 
people.  Jesus reminds them “this is your story.  And it’s a good story.”    
 
But they didn’t hear it as a good story.  They can’t acknowledge that the good news of God 
is also meant for people very different from themselves.  In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
restates this good news story, “God makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.  46 For if you love those who love you, 
what reward do you have? . . . 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  
(Matthew 5: 45-46, 48)  In other words, don’t pray “God bless only us, God please bless only 
my people”; instead pray “God let me be part of the good things you are doing in this world; 
for people everywhere.” 
 
That was then.  This is now.  So, how does all this apply to our lives today?  Today we heard 
Jesus’ inaugural sermon, the public launch to his ministry.  Here he tells them who he is.  He 
is the one sent by God to fulfill the prophet’s call of bringing good news and healing and 
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freedom for the oppressed.  Jesus reminds them of who they were:  you are, we are the 
people of Israel, the ones God intends to use to bring blessing, light and hope to the world.   
 
What Jesus did for the people of Nazareth, Luke does for us today.  In telling this story, Luke 
reminds us who we are as Jesus’ followers.  Like Jesus, we honor our mothers and our 
fathers as the fourth commandment states, and we honor and give praise to God our 
heavenly parent and seek to obey God’s will above all else. 
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus gives his mission statement, his vision of what God is calling him to 
do.  He is clear about this only after his baptism as he heard God saying, “you are my 
beloved” as the holy spirit descended on him in the form of a dove.  As baptized people, we 
share in Christ’s life, death and Resurrection.  We too are given the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
empowering us, blessing us, and liberating us just as Christ had received.  And we do it in the 
world as it is right now.  Christ’s ministry of blessing and liberating the world is right now.  
This week we move towards the inauguration of a new president.  This week there will be 
ongoing conflict, ongoing controversy and tumult.  But Jesus shows us how to move 
confidently forward in the midst of the tension around us. 
 
Listen again to Luke 4:29-30: “They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30 But 
he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.”  The actor Anthony Quinn once 
praised Ingrid Bergman with these words:  “What made Ingrid great is that she was able to 
see fame and criticism for the imposters they are.”  Jesus saw fame and criticism as the 
imposters they are, and this gave him inner strength. 
 
In today’s story, He’s clear about his mission, his vision, and he just keeps moving towards 
that.  Jesus does not pander to the crowd.  He never glorifies himself as the son of God, he 
always turns the attention to God.  Jesus refuses to back down in the face of violent threats.  
How do we find calm and quiet strength in the midst of upset and change?  We keep that 
image of Jesus calmly passing in the midst of them and continuing on his way.  We too know 
that praise and condemnation are both imposters.  And like Jesus we know who we are. 
 
We are people called to “Help people say ‘Yes!’ to God.”  That’s our mission.  We know we 
are called to “join together in faith to help others, doing all the good we can.”  That’s our 
vision.  We speak the truth in love, even when it’s hard.  We do all the good we can even 
when no thanks comes in response.  We don’t let the tumult of the present deter us.   
 
So keep on seeking to do God’s will and put God first.  Keep on reaching out to new people 
in our community helping them say “yes” to God.  Keep on doing all the good you can.  And 
when you run into conflict, don’t let it stop you.  Keep the image of Jesus in Luke 4:30 in 
your mind.  Be like him.  “But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.” 
 
Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our LORD Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 


