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December 6, 2020 

First United Methodist Church 
615 Broadway St.  Baraboo, WI  53913 

Phone: (608) 356-3991  Email: fumc@barabooumc.org 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9am – 2pm 

Helping People Say “Yes!” to God 

Pastor’s Email: marianne.cotter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (608) 843-9641 

 

From the Pastor 

Ministry is the work of the laity; it’s all of us together 
sharing the spiritual gifts God has given us to build up 
the “body of Christ” (the church).  When people join 
a congregation of the United Methodist Church, they 
promise their prayers, presence, gifts, service and 
our witness.  One way to offer your gifts and service 
is through being on a committee/leadership team.  
Today we say “thank you” to the following 
individuals who are completing their time on the 
following committees/teams in 2020:  

 

Rajean Bender (Member at Large, Administrative 
Council) 

Pat Bullard (Membership Secretary) 

Ruth Getsinger (Social Action Task Force Chair-
person) 

Kevin Olson (Finance Committee Chairperson) 

Tim O’Keefe (Lay Member to Annual Conference and 
interim Finance Committee Chairperson)   

Jill Ellinwood (Member of Social Justice Task Force)  

Michael Lutz (Member of Social Justice Task Force) 

Emily Moll (Member of Social Justice Task Force) 

Steve Getsinger (Member of Social Justice Task 
Force)  

Carol Olson (Member of Social Justice Task Force) 

Jocelyn Miller (Worship Team) 

Mike Pullen (Lay Leader and Lay Member to Annual 
Conference) 

Brenda Schick (Christian Education Committee) 

Wendy Schneider (Co-chairperson, Love in Action 
Committee) 

Molly Stewart (Member at Large, Administrative 
Council) 
 
We are grateful to each and every one of you and for 
the special ways you have contributed to our 
ministry!  
 
These additional individuals contributed to our 
ministry in 2019 and 2020 in the following ways:  
Tim O’Keefe (Usher Coordinator); Rajean Bender 
(Liturgist Coordinator); Wendy Collins (Communion 
Steward); Jason Moll and Clayton McCauley (Com-
munion Set Up); Bob Holzem and Youth Group 
(Communion Bread Bakers); Jim Cotter (Food Pantry 
Team Leader); Donna Fischer and Peggy Bonnell 
(Fellowship Hour Clean Up); Ben Bromley, John 
Goeckermann, Mondy Shogren, Jim Cotter, Judy 
Ellington (Church Openers); Mike Hanson (weekly 
worship Power Point); Jim Cotter, Jerry Jackson, 
Todd Krysiak, Michael Lutz, Mike Pullen, Alice 
Schellenberger (AV Booth Team); Rajean Bender, Jim 
and Becky Hovde, Gladys Orton, Kristen and Bryan 
Philipp, Youth of the church (Greeters); Yulia 
Yankovskaya, Steve Beckett, Mary Kriszjzaniek, 
Brenda Schick (Nursery volunteers); Kurt 
Goeckermann, Michael Lutz, Youth Group, Mike 
Pullen, Joe Kimmell and Nancy Kimmell, Yulia 
Yankovskaya, Diana and Don Fox, Betty Conrad, 
Evelyn Thompson, Donna Fisher and Heidi Hughes 
(SPIRIT Night Cooks/Leaders); Steve Beckett, Kandie 
Beckwith, Gary and Jacki Crawford, Don and Diana 
Fox, Tim O’Keefe, Chris Kuter, Leon Miller, Jason 
Moll, Steve Lien, Cassie Manson, Greg Manson, Jerry 
and Sandra Jackson, Gladys and Richard Orton, Ann 
Renn, Pete and Kim Shrake (Ushers); Carol Quinn 
(Prayer Shawl Ministry Coordinator); John Taapken, 
Betty Conrad, Jim Cotter (Prairie Garden Team); 
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Janet Brice (Prayer Chain Coordinator).  Thank you to 
each and every one! 
 

Our youth group leaders Kenda Scott and Mary 
Krszjzaniek have done a stupendous job of leading 
our youth for another year.  They had to do a quick 
“pivot” switching to pandemic-safe ways of reaching 
our youth, nurturing them in faith, and keeping them 
connected with each other.  High school graduates 
were celebrated, help was given at Neighborly give-
aways and regular ZOOM meetings helped the youth 
join together. Thank you so much, Mary and Kenda 
for the ways you show God’s love to our youth.  
 

We’d also like to thank our dedicated and faithful 
Sunday School teachers: Marilyn Hatfield, Janet 
Brice, Gayla Holzem, Brenda Schick, Tina and Lucas 
Scott, all under the able direction of Children’s 
Ministry Coordinataor Yulia Yankovskaya.  Thank you 
all for a job well done! 
 

Our United Methodist Women President Janet Brice 
continues to do a terrific job of carrying on the work 
of UMW.  Thank you for your leadership, Janet.  She 
has great support from her team of leaders: Rajean 
Bender (secretary), Sandra Jackson (treasurer), 
Rosemary Herndon (spiritual growth) and Victoria 
Sanchez (social action). 
 

Upcoming Online Worship 

Second Sunday in Advent   Joel 2:12-13 & 28-29, 
Luke 11:13  Special music by Ben Bromley.  
 
Advent Meditation for the First Week of Advent 

“Sharing Hope” 

Vaclav Havel, former president of Czechoslovakia, 
wrote, “Hope in this deep and powerful sense is not 
the same as joy that things are going well or 
willingness to invest in enterprises that are obviously 
headed for early success, but rather an ability to 
work for something because it is good, not because 
it stands a chance to succeed.” 

Years ago, I was walking back to the parsonage from 
Wednesday night church activities.  My older son (in 
his teens at the time) was with me.  It had just rained, 
and the street was lined with wriggling earthworms.  
I noticed my son lagging behind and turned to find 
Samuel bent over, picking up the worms and 

throwing them onto the grass in an effort to save 
them.  That gesture left me hopeful.  When we see 
people doing good things, it gives us hope.  This 
Advent, we can share hope with others by doing 
something, not because we think it will succeed or 
because we’ll be noticed, but simply because it is a 
good thing to do.  What good thing will you do this 
week to give someone else hope? 

Prayer:  O God, you are our hope.  This Advent, may 
I keep my attention focused on the good thing you 
did in sending Jesus, your son, to be our savior.  
Amen.  
 

Sharing Hope, Peace, Joy and Love with the 
Community 

Make sure you stop by the church patio each week 
in Advent.  A different theme is highlighted every 
week.  Share a prayer by writing it on a paper star 
and place it on the tree.  Come in the daytime or stop 
by in the evening and you’ll also get to enjoy the 
beautiful lights!  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Do you know someone who is going through a hard 
time and could use a tangible sign of God’s love?  The 
church can help you by providing a prayer shawl or 
lap robe upon request.  Just call the church at 608-
356-3991 and ask for the office administrator.  He 
will get the message to our prayer shawl ministry 
coordinator and arrange for delivery or pick up.  
 

Youth Group Update 

Last month, during our bi-weekly zoom meetings, 
the youth talked about what they are thankful for 
that maybe they hadn’t realized prior to the 
pandemic.  It lead to great discussions regarding 
being thankful even during troubling times.  This 
month, the youth will be 
focusing on the season of Advent 
and how we can continue on our 
spiritual journey, even if we can’t 
meet in person.  We will end the 
year with our annual Youth 
Group Christmas party, virtual-
style, on Wednesday, Dec 16th. 

– Kenda Scott, Youth Group Co-Leader 
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For Home Advent Worship (adapt as needed) 

Second Week of Advent – Peace 
Light two Advent candles. 

Child Why do we light Advent candles? 
Adult Advent candles remind us of the light of God 
coming into the world at Christmas. 

Child Why do we light two candles today? 
Adult Today we light the Advent candle of Peace.  
We light it because God is our source of peace, and 
because Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 

Scripture Reading of Peace – Isaiah 52:7 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of a 
messenger who proclaims peace, who brings good 
news, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, 
“Your God rules!” 

A Prayer for Peace 

“Holy One, You are our Peace – Peace that is a resting 
place, when we feel lost; peace that brings comfort 
when we are tired and sad; peace that cradles us in 
love when we find ourselves feeling alone; peace 
that flows in a spring of living water when we are in 
the wilderness times in life.  Open our hearts, Prince 
of Peace, that we will be ready for your coming into 
our lives.  Amen.” 

Discuss with your family/reflect on: 

What do you think about when you hear the word 
“peace”?  How can we share peace with others? 

 
 

Love in Action Committee 

The Love in Action Committee voted at their 
November meeting to designate the 2020 
Thanksgiving offering to “Mary’s Fund.”  This fund is 

administered by Mary Bowers (Kids’ Ranch staff 
person, member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish and 
founder of the Sauk County Giving Tree).  Through 
Mary’s Fund, the needs of people in our community 
for food, clothing, shelter and transportation can be 
addressed.  All funds donated go directly to people 
in need.  The deadline to send in your Thanksgiving 
offering for Mary’s Fund is December 3rd.  Please 
make checks payable to the church and put 
“Thanksgiving Offering” in the memo space. 

The Neighborly Store 

The Neighborly Free Clothing store is currently 
closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. If 
someone has emergency clothing needs, please call 
the church at 608-356-3991 and leave a message for 
the Office Administrator.  A volunteer will be in touch 
to find out what items are needed and will arrange 
for contactless delivery.  Unfortunately, we cannot 
accept donations at this time.  Please pass the word!  
Thank you and please stay safe!  

Office Closed December 3rd and 7th 

Our Office Administrator, Dick Stransky, will be out 
of the office on Thursday, December 3rd and Monday, 
December 7th.  You can contact Pastor Marianne at 
608-843-9641 if you need assistance that would 
normally be handled by the office staff. 

The Sauk County Giving Tree 

Dear FUMC Family and Friends, 

I am so thankful for your giving hearts.  We have 
fulfilled all 60 Sauk County Giving 
Tree wishes!!! 

Please deliver all unwrapped gifts, 
with tags, to my home by Sunday, 
December 6th. 

Grateful for your kindness! 
Brenda Schick 
608-963-5201     jbschick11@gmail.com 

Christmas Dinner Information 

FUMC has hosted the Community Christmas Dinner 
for the past 15 years.  Usually, this is a busy time 
planning, organizing and requesting assistance.  
However, it is with heavy heart that we of the Love 
in Action Mission Committee have determined that 
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we cannot safely fill our Church with guests due to 
the current COVID statistics in our area. The 
committee did decide we will be delivering a dinner 
to homebound or disabled individuals in the Baraboo 
School District.  The meals will be prepared in a 
public health inspected kitchen and delivered around 
noon on Christmas day.  If you would like to help 
deliver meals, please contact the Church at 608-
356-3991 and provide your name and phone 
number or call Jim Hovde at 608-963-7906.    

Year-end Contributions 

The counters will be in the office on Wednesday, 
December 30, 2020 to record the final contributions 
for the 2020 calendar year.  If you want your 
contributions to count for 2020, please have them in 
the office by Monday, December 28th.  Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Lou Rich Update 

Lou Rich has been suffering back pain and has 
temporarily been transferred to the Sauk County 
Health Care Center for therapy.  Cards can be sent to: 

Louise Rich 
Eagle Pass Rm. D143 
Sauk County Health Care Center 
1051 Clark Street 
Reedsburg, WI  53959 

“Good Trouble” Team Small Group 

The “Good Trouble” team launch meeting is 
December 9th at 6:30 pm via Zoom.  If you would like 
to join, please email marianne.cotter@gmail.com.   
– Pastor Marianne  

 

If you are new to First UMC Baraboo and are 
interested in joining the congregation, please email 
Pastor Marianne at Marianne.cotter@gmail.com to 
learn more about the process of becoming a member 
of the church. 

Upcoming Birthdays 

December 8 – Sara Clark 
December 8 – Nicholas Greenhalgh 
December 10 – Adrian Flygt 
December 10 – Joe Kimmell 

 
 
 

This week at FUMC… 
Sunday .................................................. Dec. 6 

8:45am Virtual Sunday School 
9:30am Virtual Sunday School 
10:30am Second Sunday of Advent 
 Online Worship – “Peace” 

 

Monday (Office Closed) ............................ Dec. 7 
 Dick Stransky will be out of the office. 
 If you need assistance at church 
 from the staff today, please call  
 Pastor Marianne at 608-843-9641 

7:00m Love in Action Zoom Meeting 
 

Tuesday ................................................. Dec. 8 
 

Wednesday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ...... Dec. 9 
10:00am Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Good Trouble Team Launch  
 Zoom Meeting 

 

Thursday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ........ Dec. 10 
 

Friday .................................................. Dec. 11 
6:30am Men’s Conversation Group Zoom 
 Meeting (for a link to the meeting, 

 send an email to jerry0083@live.com) 
 

Saturday (Pastor’s Sabbath Day) ............. Dec. 12 
 

Sunday ................................................ Dec. 13 
8:45am Virtual Sunday School 
9:30am Virtual Sunday School 
10:30am Third Sunday of Advent 
 Online Worship – “Joy” 

American Red Cross Blood Drive  
Friday, December 18, 2020, 11am to 5pm 
St Pauls Lutheran Church, 727 8th St, Baraboo 
Call 1-800-733-2767 for an appointment 
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