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Message from Pastor Marianne 
November 22nd, 2020 

First United Methodist Church 
Baraboo, Wisconsin 

 
Psalm 100 
 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 

    Worship the LORD with gladness; 

    come into his presence with singing. 
3 Know that the LORD is God. 

    It is he that made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise. 

    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
5 For the LORD is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever, 

    and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 
1 John 3:1-3  
 
1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 

is what we are.  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we 

do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  3 And 

all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 
 

 
“Beloved we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.”  1 John 3:2 
These are some of the most hopeful words of the scripture.  Last week we heard Psalm 131 
that compares God to a mother, and we to children who come to God so she can put her 
loving arms around us, comforting us.  Today the Elder (the anonymous author of the first 
letter of John) agrees:  We are God’s children.  The Elder wrote to a community for whom 
John’s gospel was their primary text.  The Elder teaches that we become children of God not 
because of anything we do but because of the love God has for us.  And this love was 
embodied in Jesus Christ who was God in the flesh.  Not just a disembodied spirit.  When we 
become part of Christ’s body, the church, we are officially adopted into God’s family.  No 
one has bloodlines, family, or DNA that makes them more special than another.  Everything 
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else we pin our identity on – nationality, gender, ethnicity, status of any kind – all that falls 
away.  What matters most is that God has claimed us.  And that the relationship with God 
our Mother, our Father, our source, is what defines us now.  The Elder was opposing those 
who said Jesus was a spirit only, that he wasn’t a real person with a real body, that he was 
not God incarnate, God in the flesh. 
 
 
What’s more, we have the power to become like him.  We will see this fully when Christ 
comes again.  The Elder and his folks greatly anticipated the time of Jesus’ return.  For them 
it was close at hand.  For now, we are God’s children even if we don’t always act like it.  We 
tend to trust our own experience – our anxiety, despair, worry – more than we trust God.  
But our brokenness, our inability to fully live as children of God, our tendency to listen to our 
fears more closely than the promises of scripture – this is only part of the story.  The deeper, 
more all-encompassing truth is not what is but what yet shall be.  “what we will be has not 
yet been revealed.” 
 
 
God came in the person, in the body of Jesus.  This is our hope and it is what we are still 
learning: God is present in our bodies.  In our flesh.  Two thousand years later we still resist 
the radical idea that God came to us in a body, and the implication that our bodies are places 
where God is present.  For much of the history of western Christianity, bodies have been 
suspect.  We’ve mistakenly thought that being spiritual means hating your body, 
dominating, subduing, conquering its urges. Modern psychology helps us understand how 
this idea became embedded in the minds of the early church fathers (and they were all 
men).  I believe the debate over whether or not the church will accept and embrace the 
diversity of sexual expression as part of human nature, the way God made us – is partly a 
reflection of this negative attitude towards the body.  Historically, male theologians’ 
attitudes towards the body, towards women, and toward matter (the earth) have been 
intertwined: matter is subject to spirit, women are subject to men, indigenous people are 
subject to Christian conquerors, and the earth is subject and must be “improved.”  
 
“What we will be has not yet been revealed” means we are still learning what it means to 
live as people who, like Jesus, embody the holy.  We are still learning what it means to live 
out Genesis 2:15: what it means to “work and serve the earth;” “conserve and keep” the 
earth.  This week our church co-sponsored a library program: “Baraboo Features” which 
explored the history of the Ho-Chunk people.  Ho-Chunk who lived on this land before it was 
taken from them by the government so that immigrants from Europe could mine the lead 
and establish farms in southwestern Wisconsin. 
 
To the Ho-Chunk, land was sacred.  It was to be treasured, revered, honored, acknowledged 
and given gratitude when its gifts were used for human betterment.  The immigrants from 
Europe brought a very different attitude towards the land, one that could be traced to the 
17th c. British philosopher John Locke.  His views were part of that western philosophical 
tradition I just named.  In his second treatise on Government, he proposed this theory: God 
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gave humans the earth “to make use of it to the best advantage of life and convenience.”  
Humans were to be about “His (God’s) business.”  Without attention to His business, “land 
that had no improvement . . . is called, indeed it is a waste.”  
 
Richard Baxter, the Puritan theologian, said that God wanted us to accumulate and pursue 
wealth.  Baxter said, “you refuse to be God’s steward if you refuse to get more . . . ’’  As 
Eugene McCarraher writes in The Enchantments of Mammon, both John Locke and Richard 
Baxter said land was useless unless it was improved.  And improvement measured in 
monetary terms was God’s appointed business.  “Improvement,” Locke wrote, “meant not 
just the art of cultivation but the science of profitable enterprise.”  An acre of land in 
America may be as fertile as an acre in England, he observes, but it is not worth 1/1000th of 
the English acre for “all the profit an INDIAN received from it were valued and sold here.”  I 
find it extraordinary that this British political philosopher, writing in the 1680’s, would say 
that an acre of land seen through the eyes of an indigenous person in North America made it 
useless because native peoples did not try to squeeze a profit from it.  Did not subject it to 
their will, exploit its resources for financial gain. 
 
 
It may seem a long way between the Elder who wrote First John, John Locke writing in the 
17th C, and all of us in 2020.  But here’s the link:  the unjust treatment of indigenous people 
by white settlers from Europe who professed to be Christian and the racist attitudes that 
they promoted – attitudes we are still living with today – show how we who are white are 
still learning what it means to be a child of God.  To have a relationship with our creator that 
means we are on equal footing with every other person on earth; and that it’s that 
relationship with God our Mother, God our Father, God our Source that is more important 
than any other part of our identity.  We are still learning what it means to embody God as 
Jesus did. 
 
 
So, as we apply all this to our lives, we name the reality that not only are we in the midst of a 
COVID–19 pandemic but we also are living in a pandemic of racism.  Part of what it means to 
us at First UMC Baraboo is that as children of God we stand against racism.  That’s who we 
are as a congregation.  That’s why we have a banner out front.  Part of what it means to live 
as God’s children – what it means to reflect the love of the God who came to us in the body 
of a person – is to appreciate, honor our own bodies and the bodies of people who don’t 
look like us.  What would it mean to live as people who learn from indigenous people that 
land is sacred?  What would it mean to respect God in the bodies of all people – people of 
color, indigenous, black people?  We don’t know yet what that kind of Christianity looks like.  
I think that is still being revealed.  But that not knowing is a good thing because that means 
we can discover it together. 
 
The good news is that we are God’s children now.  That is who we are in God’s eyes.  And we 
get to keep on learning what it means to live that out.  What we will be has not yet been 
revealed.  Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 


