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All Saints Sunday Message 
November 1, 2020 

Matthew 5:1-12 
Pastor Marianne Cotter 

 
Matthew 5:1-12 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him.  2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

 
On this All Saints Sunday, let’s come down to earth.  The living saints are earthy people; 
humble; grounded.  In touch with their bodies.  In touch with their sexuality, which means 
they are in touch with the life force in them.  In touch with the God in them.  Earthy spiritual 
people may or may not be sexually active.  May or may not be partnered.  But regardless, all 
living saints – all spiritual people who seek to be alive in the ways Jesus lived – are grounded 
in their bodies, planted with their feet on the earth; and their hands are open, reaching out 
to the world.  They take God seriously but they don’t take themselves too seriously.  
Laughter comes easily.  
 
Let’s come down to the earth this morning as we imagine the ground next to the building 
from which the ministry of First United Methodist Church is launched. There’s a new path 
connecting the patio and the rain garden to the sidewalk at the corner of Fourth and 
Broadway.  The trustees along with some other helpers made the path this spring.  It leads 
both into our church, and outward into the community we serve.  Today being on the path 
has a special meaning. 
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Listen again to Matthew 5:3:  
“Blessed are the poor in spirit for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  
In Matthew 5:1-12, the word 
“blessed” appears eight times.  
Blessed is sometimes translated 
“happy,” as we read in Psalm 1:1:  
“Happy are those who do not 
follow the advice of the wicked or 
take the path that sinners tread.”  
The Hebrew translated “happy” is “ashre,” the same root as the Canannite goddess 
Asherah.  “Ashre” means being on the right road, the right path.  Being in right relationship.  
So, another way to understand Matthew 5:3 is “if you are poor in spirit you are on the right 
road.”  Being on the road – we are people of “the way.” This is what it meant to be a Christ 
follower in the early church – and what it means for us today.  We are in motion, traveling 
along a road.  The saints in heaven traveled this journey before us.  There will be others 
traveling this road after we are no longer here. 
 
Just being on the path is a blessing.  “Where is God leading us as a congregation?”  The first 
answer is:  God is leading us into an experience of being blessed right now, in this moment.  
We are down to earth, aware of where we are right now.  Aware of our bodies.  Our feelings.  
Our breath.  Being on the path – being a follower of Jesus – is a good thing right now.  Even 
in a pandemic.  So, here’s where are we right now as a congregation.  We’re in the seventh 
month of online worship.  Thank you, Mike Pullen, for generously sharing your tech skills 
with us each week.  Through gifts of people like Charlene Flgyt, Barb Kell, Aimee Lutz and 
Bruce Rasmussen, music has touched our hearts.  The special music by Ellie and Cam 
Kennedy, Ben Bromley, Joe Kimmell, Dave Considine, Charlie Watson, Grayson Lutz, Rex 
Flygt, Keri Olson, Steve Getsinger, Chris Kuter, Yana Pullen, Mara Schick and her friend Riley, 
and Jim Cotter have soothed our souls.  With the help of a consultant this summer, we are 
clearer now about who in our community we want to reach out to in life-giving ways.  As a 
congregation, we are taking steps on the path towards financial sustainability, proposing a 
balance budget for the first half of 2021.  At our annual church conference a week from 
today at 1:30 p.m. you can learn more.  The path of following Jesus is good, right now. 
 
So, where is God leading us in the time ahead?  God will bless us as we are “poor in spirit” 
even more.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 
5:3  It’s counter intuitive.  To be poor in spirit is good.  It means we know our need for God.  
In Luke’s version of the beatitudes it says, ‘blessed are the poor’ not “blessed are the poor in 
spirit.”  I don’t think the author of Matthew’s gospel is avoiding the economic implications 
of Jesus’ teachings so much as we’re simply invited to line up with what was in the Torah:  In 
the Hebrew scriptures, the poor have a special relationship with God.  God has a heart for 
the poor and the poor in spirit, not because having no money is better than having some or a 
lot, but because the poor know how little we control in life and how much we need God.  
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“As for me, I am poor and needy; but the Lord takes thought for me. You are my help and 
my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!” Psalm 40:17  
 
Both Isaiah and Jesus came to proclaim good news to the poor.  The Lord favors the poor, as 
it says in Psalm 140:12, "I know that the Lord secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause 
of the needy."  While the pandemic has reminded us there is much we don’t control, our faith 
tells us this awareness isn’t a bad thing because it leads us to be even more deeply rooted in 
God.  God is leading us into a deeper knowing of how much we depend on God.  
 
Secondly, God is helping us to recognize we can’t get through this pandemic alone.  We 
need each other.  The Christian life is a life lived with other people.  It was that way from the 
start.  Together, with God’s help, we’ll get through this pandemic.  This month, we are 
forming small groups patterned after the early Methodists as a way of joining together.  
Each will have a simple format, including scripture, prayer and holy conversation and 
leadership will be shared by group members.  The “Good Trouble” Team is a group of people 
who are called to continue the anti-racism work begun this summer with small group book 
studies.  “Wisdom” is for folks are staying close to home until there is a COVID vaccine.  
They’ll meet via email and telephone for support and spiritual growth.  Love Your Neighbor 
(By Telephone) is for people who use the telephone to communicate with others.  A phone 
tree network would be established so group members maintain regular contact and reduce 
social isolation especially in the winter.  A closed Facebook group for Parents will be 
established to share concerns, celebrations, encouragement, questions, and resources.  You 
can go to barabooumc.org to sign up.  Deadline is November 20th. 
 
Here’s another way God is leading us to be more deeply grounded, more spiritual in the time 
ahead: we are being invited to think about our relationship to the land we are on.  Thomas 
Berry said we cannot know God apart from knowing the place where we live.  We were not 
the first ones here.  Before settlers from Europe came to the Baraboo River Valley, the Ho-
Chunk lived on this land.  Our church is co-sponsoring a library program this month, 
November 16th, which involves watching films and discussing with others what the people 
who were here before us – the Ho-Chunk – to learn what they knew about this place we call 
home.  
 
I invite you, as you are able, to take part in Baraboo Features – this film fest you can take 
part in from home – and then join in conversation with others.  Let’s see what we can learn 
from the Ho-Chunk about God’s will for all of us – indigenous people and those of European 
descent – all of us together in this moment. 
 
So, my vision of God’s preferred future for us is that we know our need of God: be blessed in 
our being poor in spirit.  And know that if you can’t endure this pandemic without help – 
you’re in the right place.  You are connected to a bunch of people who feel the same.  No 
one needs to go through this pandemic alone.  There are ways this church is ready to 
connect you with each other.  And we can learn even more about what it means to be 
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faithful, as we know even better this beautiful place we call Baraboo/Sauk County 
Wisconsin, a place which has been sacred to many people before us.  
 
There is much that is very serious in our world today.  Yet, as I said at the beginning, the 
saints don’t take themselves too seriously.  In the midst of this election season, this COVID 
19 pandemic, the pandemic of racism, God calls us to a life of humility, earthiness, being 
grounded, in touch with our bodies, our sexuality, in touch with the life force in us, in touch 
with the God in us.  I leave you with this thought of a modern saint, Thomas Merton.  One of 
the names Merton used for God was “lord of the dance.” Here’s what he said: “the Lord 
plays and diverts Himself in the garden of His creation, and if we could let go of our own 
obsession with what we think is the meaning of it all, we might be able to hear His call and 
follow Him in His mysterious, cosmic dance . . . we are invited to forget ourselves on 
purpose, cast our awful solemnity to the winds and join in the general dance.”  
 
May it be so. Amen.  
 
 
 
 


