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November 29, 2020 

First United Methodist Church 
615 Broadway St.  Baraboo, WI  53913 

Phone: (608) 356-3991  Email: fumc@barabooumc.org 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9am – 2pm 

Helping People Say “Yes!” to God 

Pastor’s Email: marianne.cotter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (608) 843-9641 

 

From the Pastor 
The Season of Advent begins November 29th.  In 
Advent we remember the longing of the Jewish 
people for a Messiah.  In this season, we 
acknowledge our need for forgiveness, and prepare 
for the coming of Christ, who has the power to save 
us.  As Advent begins, we long for this pandemic to 
be over.  But it’s not over yet and so we wait.  Yes, 
we are waiting for a vaccine (or vaccines).  And more 
importantly, we wait for God.  Among other things, 
this pandemic has been a reminder of our limits as 
human beings.  We are vulnerable.  We need the 
scientists and public health officials, who are racing 
to bring an end to this pandemic and tirelessly trying 
to keep us safe.  We need the health care workers, 
essential workers of all kinds, who are bringing 
healing in the ways they are able.  And we need God 
to send us the one who has the ultimate power to 
heal, save, redeem and deliver.  That One is indeed 
coming!  This is the promise and hope of Advent!  
Love in Christ, Pastor Marianne 

November 29 – First Sunday of Advent   “Hope”  
Daniel 6:6-27  Special Music by Jim Cotter 
 

The Season of Advent 

Our theme this year is “Sharing Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love with the Community.”  This simple Advent 
candle lighting set will adorn the church altar.  You 
may wish to make one for your home.  All you need 
is four jars (pint or half pint canning jars work well), 
sand, taper candles and some blue or purple ribbon.  
I used four pint canning jars and 10” taper candles 
from the Dollar Tree which I trimmed down to 8” 
(these worked better in that size jar and seemed less 
likely to tip over).  I got some thin blue ribbon at Wal-
Mart and took sand from our supply we keep in the 
back of the car in the winter. Feel free to modify the 
design!  You might want to reuse candles you have 
at home.  While blue and purple are the traditional 

colors for the season of Advent, I encourage 
everyone to be “COVID creative.”  You’re invited to 
send a picture to the church of your Advent Candle 
set.  Be watching for how our church patio will be 
transformed during this upcoming season of 
preparing for the birth of the savior! – Pastor 
Marianne   

 

 

Fingerhold Prayers 

In November in online worship, I’ve been teaching 
the children “Fingerhold prayers.”  This is an 
adaptation of a practice from Capacitar Inter-
national, an organization that promotes health and 
well being worldwide using natural healing 
processes.  When you are sad, hold your thumb and 
let God take from you your tears, grief, sadness and 
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emotional pain; let them drain away.  When you are 
afraid, hold your pointer finger and offer up to God 
your fears.  When you are angry, hold your middle 
finger and remember the words of Ephesians 4:26, 
“be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down 
on your anger.”  When you are feeling anxious, hold 
your ring finger and repeat 1 Peter 5:7, “Cast all your 
anxiety on him, because he cares for you.”  Finally, 
when you are feeling small and weak, hold your little 
finger and remember we all need help sometimes.  
Psalm 70:1 says, “hurry, LORD, to help me!”  We all 
need help from God.  We all need Jesus to save us!  
What a great way of praying as Advent 2020 begins. 
 

Love in Action Committee 

The Love in Action Committee voted at their 
November meeting to designate the 2020 
Thanksgiving offering to “Mary’s Fund.”  This fund is 
administered by Mary Bowers (Kids’ Ranch staff 
person, member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish and 
founder of the Sauk County Giving Tree).  Through 
Mary’s Fund, the needs of people in our community 
for food, clothing, shelter and transportation can be 
addressed.  All funds donated go directly to people 
in need.  The deadline to send in your Thanksgiving 
offering for Mary’s Fund is December 3rd.  Please 
make checks payable to the church and put 
“Thanksgiving Offering” in the memo space. 
 

The Neighborly Store 

The Neighborly Free Clothing store is currently 
closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. If 
someone has emergency clothing needs, please call 
the church at 608-356-3991 and leave a message for 
the Office Administrator.  A volunteer will be in touch 
to find out what items are needed and will arrange 
for contactless delivery.  Unfortunately, we cannot 
accept donations at this time.  Please pass the word!  
Thank you and please stay safe!  

Office Closed December 3rd and 7th 

Our Office Administrator, Dick Stransky, will be out 
of the office on Thursday, December 3rd and Monday, 
December 7th.  You can contact Pastor Marianne at 
608-843-9641 if you need assistance that would 
normally be handled by the office staff. 

The Sauk County Giving Tree 

Dear FUMC Family and Friends, 

I am so thankful for your giving hearts.  We have 
fulfilled all 60 Sauk County Giving 
Tree wishes!!! 

Please deliver all unwrapped gifts, 
with tags, to my home by Sunday, 
December 6th. 

Grateful for your kindness! 
Brenda Schick 
608-963-5201     jbschick11@gmail.com 

Christmas Dinner Information 

FUMC has hosted the Community Christmas Dinner 
for the past 15 years.  Usually, this is a busy time 
planning, organizing and requesting assistance.  
However, it is with heavy heart that we of the Love 
in Action Mission Committee have determined that 
we cannot safely fill our Church with guests due to 
the current COVID statistics in our area. The 
committee did decide we will be delivering a dinner 
to homebound or disabled individuals in the Baraboo 
School District.  The meals will be prepared in a 
public health inspected kitchen and delivered around 
noon on Christmas day.  If you would like to help 
deliver meals, please contact the Church at 608-
356-3991 and provide your name and phone 
number or call Jim Hovde (see ad below).    
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Karl Krueger 1941-2020 

Karl Roger Krueger passed 
peacefully at home with his wife 
Jean and children by his side on 
November 13, 2020.   

Karl is survived by his wife, Jean; 
children, Ricky (Virginia), Stephen 
(Paula), Pamela (Mike), Karla; and 
grandchildren, Joshua Krueger, 
Asa and Konrad Krueger, and Kolin Uptagraw. 

Memorials can be made to Circus World Museum in 
Karl’s name. 

A service was held at the Redlin Funeral Home, 
Baraboo, WI on Saturday, November 21, 2020.  
When it is permissible and safe, there will be a 
Celebration of Life to toast and enjoy the memories 
of his life. 

Condolences can be sent to Jean Krueger and Karla 
Uptagraw at 1144 12th Street, Baraboo, WI  53913. 
 
 

Small Groups Starting Up 

The “Good Trouble” team and the “Wisdom” small 
groups are starting up soon.  If you signed up for one 
of these groups and have not received an email yet 
from me, please call me at 843-9641.   
– Pastor Marianne  

 
 
 

Church Conference 2020 

On November 8th, church conference was held via 
ZOOM with twenty four people participating.  The 

proposed January through June 2021 budget was 
passed and a new slate of church leaders were voted 
in.  One of the reports typically given at church 
conference (the membership audit) will be 
submitted online.  The changes in membership were 
as follows: we baptized Rollin James Krysiak on 
September 6, and the following church members 
passed away:  Frederick C. Terbilcox (January 1), Bill 
Schellenberger (January 22), Geneva Meyer (June 6), 
Warren C. Trager (September 5) and Karl Krueger 
(November 13).  These individuals withdrew from 
membership since January 1, 2020: John Fletcher, 
Dana Grey, Jess and Erik Oakeson.  Also at church 
conference we typically receive reports from our 
retired pastors.  Here are some updates: 

Steve Getsinger 

This year marked the 50th Anniversary of my 
graduation with my Th. M. from Boston University 
School of Theology and my ordination as an Elder by 
Bishop Alton at the Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church in Wisconsin.  I believe this was 
the first Annual Conference where East and West 
Conferences were also united.  I had been ordained 
a Deacon in 1968 at First United Methodist Church in 
Baraboo.  Following ordination as an Elder, I was 
under appointment by Bishop Alton while I attended 
my PhD Program at the University of Missouri 
Columbia and then for several years with the 
Veterans Administration as a Pastoral Psychologist.  I 
was located to FUMC after that and remained 
located until I retired some years back.  During 
location I served 25 years with the VA, 12 years in 
other mental health settings, and then worked in a 
faculty appointment with the University of 
Wisconsin here in Baraboo for seven years.   

During this last year I have enjoyed retirement.  My 
involvement in ministry at FUMC included 
participating in the telephone tree called into 
operation after our church was impacted by the 
Covid Pandemic.  I also assisted with contributing 
some music for virtual worship so ably implemented 
by Pastor Marianne Cotter.  I assisted in one funeral 
this year when asked to do so of a Baraboo High 
School classmate of mine from the 60’s.  Other than 
that, my ministry has been one of gardening, home 
making, flower growing, trying to be a good husband 
and father, and prayer.   
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Carol Quinn 

Since retiring two years ago, I have been blessed with 
many things to fill my days.  I have been attending 
First Church, and met and made many friends.  
Pastor Marianne has graciously included me in the 
pastoral care of visiting and getting to know many of 
the shut-in members (prior to COVID).  Since then I 
have been privileged to keep connections with 
members through our prayer chain and other 
contacts.  I continue to work with the Prayer Shawl 
ministry, whose members have provided shawls 
throughout this pandemic, and previously as well.  In 
addition, God has provided other ways for me to be 
in ministry.  I have been an on-call chaplain at St. 
Clare Hospital for the last two years, have been a 
pulpit supply preacher, and continue to send out a 
morning devotional to a group of people, which 
blesses me more than those who receive it.  Finally, I 
care for my beloved autistic grandson, Billy, which is 
my most important ministry of all.  God is good! 

Ronni Verboom 

Currently I am still serving as a Court Appointed 
Special Advocate in Columbia County.  My case came 
to an end in early August, but I continue to attend 
seminars and meet with other volunteers using 
Zoom.  I am also continuing to knit prayer shawls 
through our church group.  I had seven completed 
that I turned in to be distributed this fall.  I have 
completed one more and have started my ninth 
shawl since the pandemic began.  I am praying for 
our church, nation and world every day as we 
contend with the pandemic and injustice.  May God 
be with us! 
 

 

If you are new to First UMC Baraboo and are 
interested in joining the congregation, please email 
Pastor Marianne at Marianne.cotter@gmail.com to 
learn more about the process of becoming a member 
of the church. 

Upcoming Birthdays 

November 30 – Jonathan Elsner 

 

 
 

This week at FUMC… 
Sunday ................................................ Nov. 29 

 Advent begins 
8:45am Virtual Sunday School 
9:30am Virtual Sunday School 
10:30am First Sunday of Advent 
 Online Worship – “Hope” 

 

Monday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ......... Nov. 30 
11:30am Staff Meeting 

 

Tuesday ................................................. Dec. 1 
6:30pm Personnel Team Zoom Meeting 

 

Wednesday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ...... Dec. 2 
 

Thursday (Office Closed) .......................... Dec. 3 
 Dick Stransky will be out of the office. 
 If you need assistance at church 
 from the staff today, please call  
 Pastor Marianne at 608-843-9641 

 

Friday .................................................... Dec. 4 
6:30am Men’s Conversation Group Zoom 
 Meeting (for a link to the meeting, 

 send an email to jerry0083@live.com) 

3:00pm Parsonage Inspection 
 

Saturday (Pastor’s Sabbath Day) ............... Dec. 5 
 

Sunday .................................................. Dec. 6 
8:45am Virtual Sunday School 
9:30am Virtual Sunday School 
10:30am Second Sunday of Advent 
 Online Worship 
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