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November 8, 2020 

First United Methodist Church 
615 Broadway St.  Baraboo, WI  53913 

Phone: (608) 356-3991  Email: fumc@barabooumc.org 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9am – 2pm 

Helping People Say “Yes!” to God 

Pastor’s Email: marianne.cotter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (608) 843-9641 

 

From the Pastor 
“A Time of Unknowing” 

 

There’s so much we don’t know about what life will 
be like near future.  As I write these words 
(November 4th), the presidential election has not yet 
been decided.  The results may not be known for 
days.  We don’t know how the pandemic will affect 
our lives this winter.  We don’t know what our 
Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations will be like.  
This three-part sermon series will explore resources 
in our faith to help us in times of unknowing. 

November 8th   “The Unknowable Love of Christ”  
Ephesians 3:14-21  Special music by Rex and 
Charlene Flygt. 

November 15th  “When You Don’t Know . . . Keep 
Calm” Psalm 131 

November 22nd  “We Don’t Know What’s Ahead . . . 
And That’s OK”  1 John 3:1-3 

Have a candle to light to make your worship sensory-
rich.  

 

FUMC Church Conference  
Church Conference is the annual meeting of our 
congregation held each fall.  The 2020 church 
conference will be Sunday, November 8th at 1:30 

p.m.  Because of COVID-19 we will be meeting via 
ZOOM.  Pastor Vicki Brantmeyer of Reedsburg UMC 
will be the presiding elder.  The agenda will be:  

1) election of new leaders for 2021;  
2) approval of the pastoral support for 2021, and  
3) discussion and vote on the budget for the first part 
of 2021.   

These action items have been sent via the U.S. mail 
to all church members October to review ahead of 
time.  A link to the church conference ZOOM call 
(with a passcode) is listed below.  You can join this 
ZOOM call via your desktop computer, tablet or 
smartphone. You can also call in for audio 
participation only using any cellphone or landline 
telephone.  If you haven’t used Zoom in a while, be 
sure to upgrade your app to the current version 
(5.3.2) by going to zoom.com before our Church 
meeting.  All members and friends are welcome to 
be part of the church conference ZOOM call.  Only 
members of First UMC Baraboo are eligible to vote.   

– Pastor Marianne Cotter  

BarabooFUMC is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 
meeting. 

Topic: FUMC Annual Church Meeting 

Time: Nov 8, 2020 01:30 PM Central Time (US and 
Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89738311831?pwd=QU
ZxS3dqOW03TXRXWllSWCtmWjRrZz09 

Meeting ID: 897 3831 1831 
Passcode: 568609 

Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 897 3831 1831 
Passcode: 568609 

 

mailto:fumc@barabooumc.org
mailto:marianne.cotter@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89738311831?pwd=QUZxS3dqOW03TXRXWllSWCtmWjRrZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89738311831?pwd=QUZxS3dqOW03TXRXWllSWCtmWjRrZz09
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Neighborly Store Parking Lot Event 

 

The Neighborly Free store will feature winter 
clothing (coats, hats, mittens, etc.) at a Parking Lot 
Event on on Friday, November 6th from 2:00 to 4:30 
p.m.  The number of customers in the area at one 
time will be limited, everyone will wear masks and 
practice social distancing.  If you can spare some time 
to help, please contact Jim at 608-963-7906 or 
norske1956@gmail.com.   
 

Zoom Coffee Hour November 15th 

 

Mark Your Calendars:  ZOOM Coffee Hour, Sunday, 
November 15th from 11:15 to Noon.  Join in 
conversation time with other church folks 
immediately following online worship.  Our host will 
be David Kell.  If the group is large, we may spend 
some time in smaller, breakout groups.  Share your 
thoughts about recent events in the news, in the 
community and/or in your own lives.  The ZOOM link 
to the November 15th fellowship hour will be sent 
out with the November 12th email update.   

 

 

Join a Small Group (sign up by Nov. 20th) 

Together, with God’s help. we’ll get through this 
pandemic. We’ll do it “the Jesus Way.”  Jesus did not 
try to do his ministry alone.  One of his first acts of 
ministry was to invite others to join him on “the 
way.”  I invite you to join together with others 
through this winter and spring in some “COVID-
creative” ways.  Our church is forming small groups 
patterned after the early Methodists.  Each will have 
a simple format, including scripture, prayer and holy 
conversation.  The small group commitment begins 
in Advent (which starts November 29th) and 
continues at least through Pentecost (May 23, 2021).  
These groups will be lay-led.  Once at least three 
people sign up, those interested will receive 
resources and instructions.  With God’s help, we’ll 
get through this pandemic together – the Jesus 
Way!” 

  

“Good Trouble” Team:  John Lewis, civil rights 
activist and congressman made it his life goal to 
oppose segregation and make “good trouble.” This 
would be a group of people who are called to 
continue the anti-racism work begun this summer 
with small group book studies.  This group would 
make continuous learning, accountability and taking 
action to address white privilege and institutional 
racism its goals.  Format: ZOOM 

“Wisdom”:  These folks are staying close to home 
until there is a COVID vaccine.  This small group will 
provide support, spiritual growth and accountability.  
Book studies, responses to current events or 
reflections on weekly worship could be included.  
Format: Email and telephone.   

Love Your Neighbor (By Telephone):  This small 
group is for people who use the telephone to 

mailto:norske1956@gmail.com
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communicate with others.  A phone tree network 
would be established so group members maintain 
regular contact and reduce social isolation especially 
in the winter.  Sharing reflections on a book the 
group reads together could be included.  Format: 
telephone. 

Parents’ Group:  This small group will allow parents 
to share concerns, celebrations, encouragement, 
questions, prayer concerns, etc. with other parents 
connected to the church.  Resources and information 
could be shared.  Format: closed Facebook group.   

To sign up please call the church at 356-3991 or sign 
up on the website at: 

https://forms.gle/SuiREB3jzoaUn7DA6. The dead-
line to sign up is November 20th.  These groups are 
open to church members and anyone who shares our 
vision: “First UMC Baraboo welcomes all people. We 
join together in faith to help others, doing all the 
good we can.”  Email fumc@barabooumc.org to 
learn more. 

“Love Your Neighbor” Yard Signs 

 

Seven churches in Baraboo worked together to 
create an ecumenical yard sign to make a common 
witness against racism.  Those churches are First 
UMC Baraboo, First Congregational United Church of 
Christ, First Presbyterian, St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Faithworks Ministries, Trinity Episcopal and 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  The “Love Your 
Neighbor” yard signs are now available for purchase 
by individuals. Thank you to Mark Tully at 
Minuteman Press for the beautiful design, with help 
from Jill Ellinwood.  They can be placed on your lawn, 
put in your window, or placed on the ledge next to 

your door for those who may live at Oak Park Place 
or similar locations.  The cost is $4.50.  Just send in a 
check for $4.50 made out to the church and put 
“yard sign” in the memo space (or drop off cash in an 
envelope in our mail slot on Broadway).  You may 
pick up your yard sign during regular office hours 
(Monday, Wednesday and Thursday between 9 and 
2).  Or, our Youth Group will even deliver your sign 
to your door!  Just call the church and say you’d like 
a sign delivered and we’ll get it to you! 
 

Community Event November 16th 

Please join us!  Baraboo Acts is planning another 
community wide event.  This time, a video feature, 
followed by small online discussion groups Monday 
November 16th at 6 pm.  We will be looking at and 
discussing Ho-Chunk History and Culture.  This event 
is intentionally planned to occur between Indigenous 
Peoples Day and Thanksgiving to explore themes of 
unity, equity, and inclusivity.  Streaming links will be 
available on the Baraboo Public Library website.  
Hope to see you on ZOOM!  (If you have questions 
about using Zoom, please contact Dick Stransky at 
the church office by calling 608-356-3991 or 
fumc@barabooumc.org.) 

 

Closing the Door 

If you have occasion to visit the church office 
building, please be sure the door latches shut when 
you leave.  It has been sticking lately and we want to 
conserve energy as much as possible.  Thanks! 

https://forms.gle/SuiREB3jzoaUn7DA6
file:///C:/Users/Office/Documents/Office%20Docs/Bulletins/fumc@barabooumc.org
file:///C:/Users/Office/Documents/Office%20Docs/Bulletins/fumc@barabooumc.org
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Cassie Manson Hired as Shelter Director 

Baraboo Area Homeless Shelter 
announced that it has hired 
Cassandra “Cassie” Manson to serve as program 
manager and shelter director for its to-be-opened 
homeless shelter on Baraboo’s south side.  

Manson will assist BAHS’ Board of Directors in 
finishing the renovation of a 5,400 sq. ft. former 
memory care facility at the corner of Silver Circle and 
Silver Drive so that Sauk County’s only emergency 
homeless shelter will be able to open its doors soon. 

Manson holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Social 
Work from the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
and resides in Baraboo with her children.  

Baraboo Area Homeless Shelter has now only to 
complete the life and safety portions of its facility 
renovation in order to open to serving clients.  

If you’d like to help support the shelter, donations 
can be made by check payable to Baraboo Area 
Homeless Shelter and sent c/o Trinity Church, 111 
Sixth St., Baraboo, WI 53913, or by PayPal to 
barabooshelter@gmail.com.  
 

Upcoming Birthdays 

November 9 – Tom Caflisch 
November 9 – Tim O’Keefe 
November 10 – John Schick 
November 11 – Rex Flygt 
November 13 – John Maier 
November 13 – Ronni Verboom 
November 14 – Monte McFadden 

 

This week at FUMC… 
Sunday .................................................. Nov. 8 

8:45am Virtual Sunday School 
9:30am Virtual Sunday School 
10:30am Online Worship 
 “The Unknowable Love of Christ” 
1:30pm Church Conference via ZOOM 
 See Zoom link listed above 

 

Monday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ........... Nov. 9 
11:30am Staff Meeting 

 

Tuesday ............................................... Nov. 10 
6:30pm SPRC Personnel Team 
 Zoom Meeting 

 

Wednesday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) .... Nov. 11 
 Veterans Day 

 

Thursday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ........ Nov. 12 
 

Friday .................................................. Nov. 13 
6:30am Men’s Conversation Group Zoom 
 Meeting (for a link to the meeting, 

 send an email to jerry0083@live.com) 
 

Saturday (Pastor’s Sabbath Day) ............. Nov. 14 
 

Sunday ................................................ Nov. 15 
8:45am Virtual Sunday School 
9:30am Virtual Sunday School 
10:30am Online Worship 

 “When You Don’t Know . . .  
 Keep Calm” 

11:15am Virtual Coffee Hour 
 
 
 
 

Sermon by Phone  
 

Just a reminder that 
Sermon by Phone is 
available every week.  
Hear the latest by 
calling 608-402-4087! 
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