October 25, 2020
First United Methodist Church
615 Broadway St. Baraboo, WI 53913
Phone: (608) 356-3991 Email: fumc@barabooumc.org
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9am – 2pm
Helping People Say “Yes!” to God
Pastor’s Email: marianne.cotter@gmail.com
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (608) 843-9641

Upcoming Online Worship…
Paul’s Letter to Baraboo
(The message of Philippians for Baraboo Today)

Sunday, October 25th “Listening to Paul’s Letter to
the Philippians as a Message to Baraboo”
Philippians 4:1-9 Special Music by Rex and Charlene
Flygt. Bring a candle to light and have a Bible handy
(or a Bible app on your smartphone or other
electronic device (www.biblegateway.org)).
Sunday, November 1st All Saints’ Sunday Vision
Sermon “Where are we headed as a church in the
time ahead?” Matthew 5:1-12, Special Music by The
Rasmussen Family

FUMC Church Conference
Church Conference is the annual meeting of our
congregation held each fall. The 2020 church
conference will be Sunday, November 8th at 1:30
p.m. Because of COVID-19 we will be meeting via
ZOOM. Pastor Vicki Brantmeyer of Reedsburg UMC
will be the presiding elder. The agenda will be:
1) election of new leaders for 2021;
2) approval of the pastoral support for 2021, and
3) discussion and vote on the budget for the first part
of 2021.
These action items will be sent via the U.S. mail to all
church members the last week in October to review
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ahead of time. A link to the church conference
ZOOM call (with a passcode) will be sent in the
weekly email updates going out Oct. 29 and Nov. 5.
You can join this ZOOM call via your desktop
computer, tablet or smartphone. You can also call in
for audio participation only using any cellphone or
landline telephone. If you would like one on one
instruction on ZOOM ahead of church conference, to
become familiar with it, please contact Dick Stransky
in the church office at fumcbarabooumc@gmail.com
or 356-3991 to arrange a time. If you haven’t used
Zoom in a while, be sure to upgrade your app to the
current version (5.3.2) by going to zoom.com before
our Church meeting. All members and friends are
welcome to be part of the church conference ZOOM
call. Only members of First UMC Baraboo are eligible
to vote.
– Pastor Marianne Cotter

Thanksgiving Update
Dear FUMC Family and Friends,
The 'Love in Action Committee' is unable to provide
Thanksgiving Boxes this year, but we still want to
help the Baraboo community. We are partnering
with the Baraboo Food Pantry to provide
Thanksgiving Meal items throughout the month of
November. (Currently the Food Pantry is helping 300
families per month.)
Our church is providing canned cranberries and
stuffing. The sizes and brands may vary. Please drop
these items off on the porch of 915 2nd Street from
Monday, October 26 – Wednesday, October 28.
Our hope is 300 of each item. Jim Cotter will deliver
these items to the Pantry. If you would like to order
a large amount from Jim Hovde, please email him at
norske1956@gmail.com.
If you have any questions, please call Brenda at 608963-5201. Thankful for Your Kindness!
Brenda Schick
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Neighborly Store Parking Lot Event

The Neighborly Free store will feature winter
clothing (coats, hats, mittens, etc.) at a Parking Lot
Event on on Tuesday, October 27th from 3:00 to 6:00
p.m. The number of customers in the area at one
time will be limited, everyone will wear masks and
practice social distancing. If you can spare some time
to help, please contact Jim at 608-963-7906 or
norske1956@gmail.com.

Church Reopening Plan Update from Pastor
Marianne

In all decisions about reopening the building, the
church’s top concern is the physical, spiritual and
emotional well-being of each individual. Therefore,
the church will follow the recommendations of the
Sauk County Health and Emergency Management
Departments and the WI United Methodist
Conference when considering in-person use of and
gatherings on church property during the COVID-19
pandemic.
At their October 19th meeting, the Administrative
Council agreed that in-person worship will not
resume until January 1, 2021 at the earliest. This
decision was made in accordance with guidance
from Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and also noting the
currently high COVID numbers in Sauk County. The
council also created a COVID team (comprised of the
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pastor, lay leader, administrative council chair and
one trustee). The COVID team will make decisions
on behalf of the church regarding building reopening
plans and building use requests.
Mask wearing and social distancing will continue to
be observed on church property at all times (with the
exception of when eating/drinking and when
worship leaders are conducing worship from at least
a ten-foot distance.) Any funerals, memorial
services, etc. held in the sanctuary will be limited to
25% of seating capacity. Meetings and gatherings in
the church will be held only with the permission of
the COVID team and would be limited to 14 people
in fellowship hall and 10 people in the lower level’s
multi-purpose room.
The building may be closed for many of our usual
ministry activities, but the work of the church goes
on! We are called to be “COVID Creative” – to find
new ways of doing ministry in this time. If you have
any questions or concerns regarding the church
building Reopening Plan, please let me know. Thank
you! – Pastor Marianne

“Love Your Neighbor” Yard Signs
Seven churches in Baraboo worked together to
create an ecumenical yard sign to make a common
witness against racism. Those churches are First
UMC Baraboo, First Congregational United Church of
Christ, First Presbyterian, St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church, Faithworks Ministries, Trinity Episcopal and
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.
The “Love Your
Neighbor” yard signs are now available for purchase
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by individuals. Thank you to Mark Tully at
Minuteman Press for the beautiful design, with help
from Jill Ellinwood. They can be placed on your lawn,
put in your window, or placed on the ledge next to
your door for those who may live at Oak Park Place
or similar locations. The cost is $4.50. Just send in a
check for $4.50 made out to the church and put
“yard sign” in the memo space (or drop off cash in an
envelope in our mail slot on Broadway). You may
pick up your yard sign during regular office hours
(Monday, Wednesday and Thursday between 9 and
2). Or, our Youth Group will even deliver your sign
to your door! Just call the church and say you’d like
a sign delivered and we’ll get it to you!

Upcoming Virtual Program
Here’s a free, fun and useful opportunity –
You're invited to join Sauk County Institute of
Leadership (SCIL) for its upcoming virtual program,
"Why Can't You Be Nice, You Jerk?! SCIL Perspectives
on Civility and Crucial Conversations."
Monday, October 26, 1-2:30 pm
Join UW-Madison Extension Educators and SCIL cofacilitators Jenny Erickson and Morgan McArthur as
they lead a program that examines Civility and
Critical Conversations in a refreshing and engaging
way.
Program is free, but please pre-register to receive
the zoom link by visiting go.uwplatt.edu/civility.
Feel free to share with your networks!
Please direct all questions to Ellen Klima at
klimae@uwplatt.edu or 608-355-5220.

November 3rd Elections

Men’s Conversation Group
The Friday morning Men’s Conversation Group is
now meeting via Zoom. All men, church members as
well as others, are invited to participate. The group
meets Friday mornings at 6:30 AM and the gathering
breaks up at 8:00 AM. If you are late or want to leave
early, no one cares. This is a casual discussion group.
No topics are off limits. One person speaks at a time.
If you’d rather not say anything at all, that’s okay. I’d
encourage all men to
give it a try. Invite your
neighbor. If you are
wearing your fuzzy
bunny slippers during
the meeting no one will
know unless you bring it
up.

Remember to Vote on November 3rd! If
you intend to vote in person, polls open
at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. If
you need help with casting an absentee
ballot, voting early or need a ride to the polls, please
call the church and we will find someone who can
help you out: 356-3991.

Centering Prayer – Silent Christian Meditation
Centering Prayer as an 11th Step
Practice
Centering Prayer, a form of Christian
meditation, as an 11th Step Practice
Introductory Workshop, Saturday,
November 7, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm CST via Zoom. For
more information and to register go to
Contemplative Outreach of SE Wisconsin at
Centering Prayer as an 11th Step Practice
Introductory Workshop by Zoom | COSEW

If you want the link to the gathering send an email to
jerry0083@live.com or give Jerry Jackson a call at
608-381-0083.
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Upcoming Birthdays

Community Event November 16th
Please join us! Baraboo Acts is planning another
community wide event. This time, a video feature,
followed by small online discussion groups Monday
November 16th at 6 pm. We will be looking at and
discussing Ho-Chunk History and Culture. This event
is intentionally planned to occur between Indigenous
Peoples Day and Thanksgiving to explore themes of
unity, equity, and inclusivity. Streaming links will be
available on the Baraboo Public Library website.
Hope to see you on ZOOM! (If you have questions
about using Zoom, please contact Dick Stransky at
the church office by calling 608-356-3991 or
fumc@barabooumc.org.)

October 25 – Jan Bohl
October 26 – Donna Taapken
October 27 – Ruby Dow
October 28 – Marilyn Hatfield
October 31 – Bryan Philipp

This week at FUMC…
Sunday ................................................. Oct. 25
8:45am
9:30am
10:30am

Virtual Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School
Online Worship
“Paul’s Letter to Baraboo
(the message of Philippians for
Baraboo Today)”

Monday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) .......... Oct. 26
11:30am

Staff Meeting

Tuesday ................................................ Oct. 27
3:00pm

Neighborly Winter Clothing
Parking Lot Event

Wednesday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ..... Oct. 28
Sermon by Phone
Just a reminder that Sermon by Phone is available
every week. Hear the latest by calling 608-402-4087!

Thursday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ......... Oct. 29
Friday (Pastor’s Sabbath Day) .................. Oct. 30
6:30am

Men’s Conversation Group
Zoom Meeting

Saturday............................................... Oct. 31
Halloween

Sunday .................................................. Nov. 1
8:45am
9:30am
10:30am
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Daylight Saving Time Ends
Virtual Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School
Online Worship
All Saints’ Sunday Vision Sermon
“Where are we headed as a church
in the time ahead?”
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