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September 27, 2020 

First United Methodist Church 
615 Broadway St.  Baraboo, WI  53913 

Phone: (608) 356-3991  Email: fumc@barabooumc.org 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9am – 2pm 

Helping People Say “Yes!” to God 

Pastor’s Email: marianne.cotter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (608) 843-9641 

 

Upcoming Online Worship… 

“Wisdom for a Pandemic” – the Book of Ecclesiastes  
For our September worship series, please bring a 
candle to light and a Bible with you to online 
worship.  You can always access a Bible via your 
smartphone by going to www.biblegateway.org 
where you can choose from a number of 
translations.  I recommend the New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV), the Common English Bible 
(CEB), or The Message. 

 

September 27th  “A Time to be Born and a Time to 
Die” Ecclesiastes 8:6-9, 16-17, 2 Timothy 4:6-8  
Special music by Jim Cotter 
 

COVID Creative 

This pandemic is challenging us to innovate.  I call it 
being “COVID creative.”  The video that went viral of 
Ben Bromley singing “Who Am I” with a message 
about COVID 19 and his love for his wife is an 
example.  Ellie and Cam Kennedy were “COVID 
creative” in putting together the video of “Turn, 
Turn, Turn” for online worship this past week (it 
included an anti-racism message and letting people 
know the suicide hotline number).  First UMC 
Baraboo ministry leaders are being COVID creative! 
Here’s some other examples:  Janet Brice (virtual 
Sunday School teacher), Yulia Yankovskaya and Tina 
and Lucas Scott (Parking Lot Sunday School 
teachers,) Kurt Goeckermann (Parking Lot Supper 

cook and host), Becky and Jim Hovde (Neighborly 
Parking Lot event organizers), and Tim O’Keefe, 
Sandy and Jerry Jackson (Parking Lot Communion 
assistants).  All of us are being challenged to create 
new routines and traditions among our friends and 
families, as we stay connected and show love in 
socially distanced ways.  Be open to how the Holy 
Spirit is nudging you to be COVID creative in the time 
ahead!  There’s more to come! – Grace and peace, 
Pastor Marianne  
 

Pastoral Care in COVID time 

When COVID-19 pandemic began, retired pastor 
David Kell helped Sandy Jackson and I create a phone 
tree.  Each person in the church received several calls 
over the following months from a church member, 
checking in to see how they were doing.  The final 
calls were made last month.  A big thank you to David 
Kell for guiding our phone tree.  And many thanks to 
all who made calls as part of our phone tree:  Donna 
Taapken, Lou Ann Ward, Bob & Gayla Holzem, Diana 
Fox, Joyce Burgess, Pat Bullard, Judy Ellington, Jerry 
& Sandra Jackson, Peggy Bonnell, Kim Shrake, Mary 
Krszjzaniek, Luanne Dregne, Mike Snyder, Mary Ellen 
Murray, Tim O’Keefe, Carol Olson, Carol Quinn, 
David and Barbara Kell, Steve Beckett, and Stephen 
Getsinger.  Pastoral porch visits are still available this 
fall while the weather is good.  Call 356-3991 to 
arrange one. – Pastor Marianne  
 

An Invitation to all Walkers 

On September 23, Jase 
Graves had a funny 
opinion page article in 
the “Baraboo News 
Republic” about taking 
evening walks with his 
wife (and sometimes 
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his daughter) during the pandemic.  Check it out!  
Do you like to walk?  If so, what do you see going 
on in your neighborhood?  Stay curious!  As you 
walk, think about how our church can serve the 
people in your immediate vicinity.  Then go to 
our website at www.barabooumc.org and click 
on the link “Neighborhood Prayer Walk” and 
record what you see, hear, sense God telling you 
on your walks.  Please give your responses by 
September 30th.  
 

“Bible Doings”  

In “Same Kind of Different as Me,” Denver Moore 
says Bible studies are all well and good but we also 
need “Bible doings.”  The small group studying Kaitlin 
Curtice’s book “Native: Identity, Belonging and 
Rediscovering God” agrees.  We want to take action 
based on what we are learning in our book study!  
One action step is encouraging everyone to get out 
and vote in the November 3rd election.  We are 
providing you with this information and offering to 
help drive you to the polls, take you to vote early, or 
to witness your absentee ballot as needed. 

Make sure you are registered to vote.  If you have a 
computer, you can go to myvotewi.gov 
(https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/) and register.  You 
can also see what’s on the ballot.  You can also go to 
the City Clerk’s website to print off a form:  
cityofbaraboo.com/clerk  At that same website you 
can also request an absentee ballot (deadline to 
make that request is Thursday, Oct 29 at 5:00).  The 
ballot must be received by 8:00 p.m. on election day.  
You can return it to city hall until 4:30 p.m. or bring 
it to your polling place.  Please allow seven days for 
delivery if you send it by mail. 

Early voting is an option too.  Starting October 20th, 
you can go to City Hall with a photo ID and request 
an absentee ballot and vote right there.  You can do 
this every day up until the election, between 8:00 
and 4:30 p.m. each weekday. 

Do you want to vote in person on November 3rd?  
Polls open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.  

Brenda Zeman is the Municipal Clerk for Baraboo.  
Questions about voting can be directed to her at  
608-355-2700 or bzeman@cityofbaraboo.com. 

Please call the church at 356-3991 if you want help 
with any aspect of voting (including a ride to the 
polls), and someone from our small group will assist 
you.   

Another action step is to celebrate Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day on Monday, October 12th by being part 
of the Sauk County celebration starting at 1:00 p.m. 
at 816 Water Street in Baraboo.  This year’s event will 
include the unveiling of two history panels detailing 
the importance of the site as the previous location of 
numerous effigy mounds and a once thriving Ho-
Chunk village.  The event will also include light 
refreshments, a drum circle with dancing and more!  
Please see the related article on the next page of this 
update. 

– Pastor Marianne Cotter, Betty Conrad, Judy 
Ellington, Jill Ellinwood, Cheryl Goeckermann and 
David Kell. 

 

Parking Lot Communion 

Parking Lot Communion 
will be offered Wednesday, 
September 30th from 6:00 
to 6:30 p.m. in the church 
parking lot.  All are 
welcome!  You can drive, 
walk or bike to parking lot 
Communion.  Please wear a mask and plan to 
practice social distancing. 

 

Free LED lightbulbs 

Each Saturday on the 
courthouse square, through 
October 10th, Powered Up 
Baraboo is giving away free LED 
lightbulbs and information on 
how to access funds to make 
your home more energy 

efficient.  Stop by the table to learn more: 9:00 – 
1:00, Saturday September 26, October 3, and 
October 10th. 
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Sauk County Indigenous Peoples’ Day – Oct. 12.    
Attend. Volunteer. Learn. 

 
Reprinted with permission from the Sauk County 
Historical Society: 

Sauk County will celebrate its second annual 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day on October 12 with 
activities near the site of a former Ho-Chunk village 
on Baraboo’s southeast side.  The village was located 
near Council and Water Streets which was also the 
site of earthen burial mounds built by earlier 
indigenous people approximately 1,000 – 2,000 
years ago.  Two new interpretive panels are being 
installed along the Riverwalk in Baraboo to mark the 
site of the mounds and village.  A bench with a quote 
from Ho-Chunk Chief Naaga Keramani will be placed 
near the panels, along with native plants.  The site is 
located along Water Street near the northeast 
corner of the Circus World Museum parking lot. 

A dedication ceremony for the new interpretive 
panels and bench will take place on Monday, 
October 12 at 1pm with parking and plenty of room 
for social distancing in the Circus World parking lot.  
After the program, guests will be invited to cross the 
new Baraboo River Riverwalk Bridge which will be 
festooned with artwork from Sauk County 
elementary students.  Guests can then follow the 
Riverwalk around the giant bend in the river known 
as the “lower oxbow.”  Along the Riverwalk, 
temporary signs will create a timeline of the Ho-
Chunk people and lead the way back to the 
interpretive panel site. 

The Sauk County Historical Society is proud to 
partner with Sauk County, the Ho-Chunk Nation, the 
City of Baraboo and Circus World Museum to 
celebrate Sauk County’s Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
with the creation and installation of the new 
interpretive panels and site.  For more information 
visit www.saukcountyhistory.org. 

Would you like to volunteer with the Sauk County 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day?  Please contact the 
church office at (608) 356-3991 by Monday, October 
5 if interested: 

1) Help make rope banners using coloring 
pages submitted by local elementary school 
students.  This project can be done during 
the week preceding October 12 and then 
placed on the new Riverwalk Bridge on the 
morning of the festivities. 

2) Assist Sauk County Historical Society 
Executive Director Paul Wolter with event 
set-up, including hanging the rope banners 
noted above, at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, 
October 12 in Circus World’s large parking 
lot on Water Street. 

Would you like to learn more about the Ho-Chunk 
Nation and the date chosen to celebrate the Sauk 
County Indigenous Peoples’ Day?  Cheryl 
Goeckermann and Jill Ellinwood share these video 
link resources: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/alex_gendler_history_v
s_christopher_columbus 

https://www.pbs.org/video/wpt-documentaries-ho-
chunk-history/ 
 

Sunday School Resumes 

The new Sunday school year has started with in-
person and virtual options. Families can choose the 
mode that works best for them.  

Virtual: 

Virtual Sunday School meets as a 
"one-room" class with all ages 
together at 9:30 every Sunday 
morning.  Zoom link is being 
shared through weekly emails!  

In-Person: 

In-person Sunday School for children takes place in 
small groups outside of the church building on the 
lawn and parking lot, with parents requested to be 
present for younger children through at least 1st 
Grade. 

Middle school youth (6th through 8th grade) meet 
on the church patio at 9:30 a.m. 

http://www.saukcountyhistory.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/alex_gendler_history_vs_christopher_columbus
https://www.ted.com/talks/alex_gendler_history_vs_christopher_columbus
https://www.pbs.org/video/wpt-documentaries-ho-chunk-history/
https://www.pbs.org/video/wpt-documentaries-ho-chunk-history/
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Two sections are offered for children in preschool 
through 5th grade, at 8:45 a.m. or 9:30 a.m.  Each 
section runs as a "one-room" class with all ages 
together. 

During in-person Sunday school, precautions such as 
mask-wearing and social distancing are being 
practiced.  Children are also asked to bring their own 
lawn chair or mat for Sunday School.  

In the event the weather is not cooperating on a 
Sunday morning, all families are invited to join virtual 
Sunday School.  In this case, two Virtual Sunday 
School sessions will be held, at 8:45 and 9:30 a.m. 
Please contact the church office (356-3991 or 
fumc@barabooumc.org) to register for in-person or 
virtual Sunday school, then the Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator will get back to you with details! 

Thank you.  
–Yulia Yankovskaya, Children's Ministry Coordinator 

UMW Update 

“NO PASTY” PASTY SALE 

If you would like to donate 
$1.00 per pasty you WOULD 
have ordered if we’d had a 
sale, please make a check 
payable to UMW and send it to our treasurer Sandy 
Jackson at 515 14th Street, Baraboo.  Please make 
your donation by September 26, 2020. 

Indicate if you would like it to go to the Homeless 
Shelter and/or toward our pledge for global 
missions. 

Thanks for all your support over the years. 
    –Janet Brice 

Neighborly Store Update 

 

The Neighborly Free store will be open on Tuesday, 
October 6th from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.  Unlike previous 

parking lot events, this will be an indoor event.  The 
number of customers will be limited, everyone will 
wear masks and practice social distancing.  Jim 
Hovde is collecting names of those willing to staff The 
Neighborly Free store.  If you can spare some time to 
help, please contact Jim at 608-963-7906 or 
norske1956@gmail.com.  You can also contact Jim if 
you have new or gently used clothing items you 
would like to donate to the Neighborly Store.   
 
 

Pocket Prayer Cloths needed 

Calling all crocheters!  We are hoping to make pocket 
prayer cloths for table favors for the state UMW 
Conference that we will be hosting in October of 
2021.  They are easy to make.  You can make one in 

an evening.  We’ll need at least 
100.  We thought if we’d start 
soon we would have no trouble 
completing them in a year’s 
time.  Especially if several people 
participate.  Many hands make 
light work. 

If you’d be interested in helping 
with this project, contact Janet 

Brice at 356-7636 or bricemanor@gmail.com for 
directions.  The prayer shawl group has several 
skeins of yarn or you could use your own if you’d like. 
 
 

“Waking Up White” Books Available 

The FUMC sponsored book 
discussion has ended, but if you 
would still like to read “Waking 
Up White and Finding Myself in 
the Story of Race” by Debby 
Irving on your own, we have 
several copies that can be 
borrowed from the church 
office.  Just call 356-3991 and 
we will get a copy to you (leave 
a message if you call outside of 
office hours). 
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mailto:norske1956@gmail.com
mailto:bricemanor@gmail.com


FUMC Weekly Updates           5 

Reconciling Ministries Network 

“Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your recent gift of $200.00.  The 
generosity of Reconciling Communities like yours 

makes possible the lifesaving 
ministries of creating safe 
sanctuaries and just policies 
for people of all sexual 
orientations and gender 
identities. 

We’ve come a long way in 30 
years.  However, we are in 

unusual times both as a world and a denomination.  
The support of our Reconciling Communities at this 
time is breath taking.  We will put your gift to good 
use right away.  Thank you for your Reconciling 
Community’s inspiring support! 

Many blessings, 
Jan Lawrence, Executive Director” 
 
 

Sermon by Phone  

 
Just a reminder that Sermon by Phone is available 
every week.  Hear the latest by calling 608-402-4087! 
 
 

Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross will hold a 
Blood Drive at St Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 727 8th Street, Baraboo, on 
Friday, October 16th from 11:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.  For an appointment, 
call 1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org. 
 

Upcoming Birthdays 

September 27 – Kandie Beckwith 
September 29 – Molly Stewart 
October 2 – Alice Schellenberger 
October 3 – Jacki Crawford 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week at FUMC… 
Sunday ............................................... Sept. 27 

8:45am Sunday School (parking lot) 
9:30am Sunday School (parking lot & virtual) 
10:30am Online Worship 
 “Wisdom for a Pandemic: 
 a Time to be Born and  
 a Time to Die” 

 

Monday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ........ Sept. 28 
11:30am Staff Meeting 

 

Tuesday .............................................. Sept. 29 
3:00pm PEO Meeting on the patio 

 

Wednesday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ... Sept. 30 
6:00pm Parking Lot Communion  

 

Thursday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ........... Oct. 1 
 

Friday ..................................................... Oct. 2 
6:30am Men’s Conversation Group  

 

Saturday (Pastor’s Sabbath Day) ................ Oct. 3 
 

Sunday ................................................... Oct. 4 
8:45am Sunday School (parking lot) 
9:30am Sunday School (parking lot & virtual) 
10:30am Online Worship  

 


