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September 13, 2020 

First United Methodist Church 
615 Broadway St.  Baraboo, WI  53913 

Phone: (608) 356-3991  Email: fumc@barabooumc.org 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9am – 2pm 

Helping People Say “Yes!” to God 

Pastor’s Email: marianne.cotter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (608) 843-9641 

 

Parking Lot Suppers 

Hello All, 

We are going to try something new.  Since SPIRIT 
Night is off for now, we are going to do some 
Wednesday night “Parking Lot Suppers.”  This will 
entail a prepared and served meal on Wednesday, 
September 16th and Wednesday, September 23rd at 
5:30pm.  Since we do not want to have large 
numbers, I would ask you to SIGN UP for just one of 
the nights.  While different, I hope this will allow us 
some semblance of social time together while we still 
have the weather to do it.  

 

In order to have this event, we will ask that you wear 
masks when not eating and maintain social 
distancing outside of your family.  Food will be 
served.  Please bring your own chairs, place settings 
and beverage.  

If there is rain or severe weather, we will cancel the 
event that evening and look to an alternate date.  If 
these events are successful, we will probably have 
two more in October.  Hope to see you there. 

Please RSVP by calling the church at 608-356-3991 
and leave a message for Dick Stransky, Office 
Manager.  You can also sign up by going to 
www.barabooumc.org and clicking on the “Parking 
Lot Suppers” tab.  Please sign up for the September 
16th supper by September 14 at noon and by noon on 

September 21 for the September 23rd supper.  Thank 
you! 

Kurt Goeckermann 

 

Upcoming Online Worship… 

“Wisdom for a Pandemic” – the Book of Ecclesiastes  
For our September worship series, please bring a 
candle to light and a Bible with you to online 
worship.  You can always access a Bible via your 
smartphone by going to www.biblegateway.org 
where you can choose from a number of 
translations.  I recommend the New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV), the Common English Bible 
(CEB), or The Message. 

 

September 13th  “God Will Take Care of You – All 
Music Service” by Bruce Rasmussen (organ and 
vocals) and Rosalie Rasmussen (vocals and piano), 
Heidi Rasmussen (vocals and violin), and Kristii 
Rasmussen (vocals and viola).  Soothe your spirit 
with selections such as “Fairest Lord Jesus,” “Jesus 
Keep Me Near the Cross,” “No More Night,” “God 
Will Take Care of You,” and more.  Bring a candle to 
light and a Bible to online worship. 

September 20th  “A Time to Mourn and a Time to 
Dance” Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, John 11:35  Special Music 
by Ellie and Cam Kennedy  

September 27th  “A Time to be Born and a Time to 
Die” Ecclesiastes 8:6-9, 16-17, 2 Timothy 4:6-8  
Special Music by Joe Kimmell 

mailto:fumc@barabooumc.org
mailto:marianne.cotter@gmail.com
http://www.barabooumc.org/
file:///C:/Users/Office/Documents/Office%20Docs/Bulletins/www.biblegateway.org
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Condolences 

Our sympathies go to Martha Trager, who lost her 
husband of sixty-five years, 
Warren, on September 5th.  
Warren passed away at 
home, surrounded by 
Martha and his children 
Karen, Sharon and Bruce.  
There will be a private family 
service for Warren at a later 
date.  Condolences can be 
sent to Martha Trager at 
E10909 Pit Road, Baraboo, 
WI 53913.  Warren was a life-long member of First 
United Methodist Church and will be deeply missed. 
 
 

Neighborhood Prayer Walk 

 
A Neighborhood Prayer Walk will happen Sunday, 
September 13th from 4:00 – 4:45 p.m.  Learn more 
about the neighbors God has given us and pray for 
them.  Instructions and a map will be provided.  Luke 
10:29  “But wanting to justify himself he asked Jesus, 
‘And who is my neighbor?’”  All are welcome!  Please 
remember to wear your mask and be ready to 
practice social distancing.  

Why take a prayer walk?  Because COVID-19 has 
released us from exile!  It might seem at first glance 
that we are in exile since COVID-19, unable to gather 
in our buildings as before.  But what if it’s the other 
way around?  What if we’ve been in exile up until 
now?  Cut off from others in our community because 
we’ve seen ministry as primarily what happens in our 
buildings?  Is God calling us to use this time of 
pandemic to turn our attention to the people in our 
neighborhood, to the ones we are called to serve?  

This summer, the leaders of First UMC have 
discerned that we are called to connect with the 
parents of school age children in our community, 
people who don’t have a church (perhaps they did in 
the past but since became disconnected or 
disillusioned).  Are some of these folks living just 
down the block from our church?  I invite everyone 
in our church who likes to walk to take a prayer walk 
around the church’s neighborhood sometime in 
September.  You can join in the Prayer Walk on 
September 13th at 4:00 p.m. or do a prayer walk on 
your own.  The neighborhood prayer walk 
instructions are on our web site, including ways you 
can share with others what you heard, learned, 
experienced and what you heard God saying to you.  
If you can’t get out to walk right now, please be 
praying that God will direct us to the neighbors and 
community members who do not have a relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ, those who thought 
they were done with church forever and the lonely 
and stressed who need to be strengthened and 
inspired at this time.  Questions?  Contact Pastor 
Marianne at 356-3991. 
 
 

Sunday School Resumes 

Hello FUMC families! 

The first day of Sunday 
School is September 13th! 

During September and 
October, we are planning 
to offer both in-person 
and virtual Sunday School 
alternatives. 

Virtual: 

Virtual Sunday School will meet as a "one-room" 
class with all ages together at 9:30 every Sunday 
morning.  Watch for the Zoom link in your email this 
week! 

In-Person: 

In-person Sunday School for children will take place 
in small groups outside of the church building on the 
lawn and parking lot, with parents requested to be 
present for younger children through at least 1st 
Grade. 
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Middle school youth (6th through 8th grade) will 
meet with Tina and Lucas on the church patio at 9:30 
a.m. 

Two sections will be offered for children in preschool 
through 5th grade, at 8:45 a.m. or 9:30 a.m.  Each 
section will run as a "one-room" class with all ages 
together. 

We will be practicing precautions such as mask-
wearing and social distancing.  Children are asked to 
bring their own lawn chair or mat for Sunday School.  
(Please let me know if your family needs a lawn chair 
or mat for your child!)  The church building will be 
open for bathroom use if needed; bathrooms are to 
be sanitized after each use; instructions are posted 
in the bathrooms and supplies are provided! 

Because we are planning to meet outside, weather 
may play a factor.  If the weather is not cooperating 
on Sunday morning, all families are invited to join 
virtual Sunday School.  In this case, we will hold two 
Virtual Sunday School sessions, at 8:45 and 9:30.  I 
will send an email around 8 a.m. on Sunday morning 
if we're not able to meet outside, and will include the 
Zoom link. 

Please contact me as early as possible this week to 
let me know if your family would like to participate 
in virtual or in-person Sunday School this week, and 
if in-person, which section your family prefers (8:45 
or 9:30)!  We may need to be able to adjust the in-
person sections to keep the groups small, so also 
please let me know if your family's time preference 
is flexible! 
Questions? Email me at mamautka@yahoo.com.  
Thank you.  
–Yulia Yankovskaya, Children's Ministry Coordinator 
 

CHURCH REOPENING UPDATE: 
MOVING INTO A NEW SEASON 

By Keri Olson, Administrative Council Chairperson 
August 31, 2020 

 
On August 31, the Baraboo First United Methodist 
Church’s Administrative Council met over Zoom to 
review and revise the church building reopening plan 
that we had approved in May. In addition to the 
survey of the full congregation that was conducted in 
June, we surveyed parents of the children and youth 

of our church earlier this month. Using the 
information from the surveys, as well as guidance 
from the Sauk County Health Department and the 
Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, the Administrative Council voted to take the 
following measures for September and October: 

Last spring, we had hoped that COVID-19 would be 
waning by now and that we would be able to resume 
some sense of normalcy as a church by fall. However, 
the virus has not subsided. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of 
the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church recently recommended that United 
Methodist Churches in the Wisconsin Conference 
not reconvene in-person worship through the 
remainder of 2020.  

 

Continued Online and Telephone Worship Services; 
No In-Person Worship at This Time 

Our main concern at Baraboo FUMC remains the 
physical, spiritual and emotional well-being of all. 
Therefore, we will not resume worship in the church 
sanctuary at this time. We will, however, continue to 
offer online services on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. via 
Facebook and the church’s website 
(barabooumc.org). In addition, we will continue 
offering Sermon by Phone where you can call (608) 
402-4087 to hear the spoken portions of our weekly 
online worship service. In addition, we will offer 
outdoor worship services, drive-thru communion 
and other activities such as prayer walks on 
Wednesday evenings in September and October as 
weather permits.  

Autumn Sunday School and Wednesday Night 
Activities 

mailto:mamautka@yahoo.com
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We plan to take advantage of the nice fall weather to 
offer opportunities for church school, family-
oriented activities and fellowship in the church’s 
parking lot on as many Wednesday evenings as 
possible.  Sunday School will be offered in a variety 
of ways—virtually, in the church parking lot, in family 
backyards, potentially on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings. Please watch your weekly 
updates from the church office, as well as the 
church’s Facebook page, for more information. 

Masks and Social Distancing Required on Church 
Property 

We will follow the State of Wisconsin’s July 30, 2020 
Emergency Order #1 requiring face coverings 
(masks). Everyone age 5+ is asked to wear a face 
covering whenever they are on church property, 
including in the building and the parking lot. 
(Children younger than age 5 will be encouraged, but 
not required to do so.) We will also observe six feet 
of social distancing. 

We will continue to consult with the Sauk County 
Health Department as our county’s public health 
authority to help inform our decisions during the 
pandemic. As we receive new information from 
them, we may need to make immediate changes to 
our plan. Meanwhile, however, the Administrative 
Council will continue to regularly review our plan and 
make adjustments to it as necessary. 

We Are the Church Together! 

As we move into this new season of autumn, a time 
when we find ourselves being called to new things as 
a church and as a church family, I am reminded of We 
Are the Church in our United Methodist Hymnal: 
“The church is not a building, the church is not a 
steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church 
is a people. I am the church! You are the church! We 
are the church together! All who follow Jesus, all 
around the world! Yes, we’re the church together!”  

We may be doing things in new and unfamiliar ways 
right now, but we are still the church together. I 
thank you for your patience and prayers during this 
unusual season, and, as always, I welcome your 
thoughts and questions: (608) 393-7419, 
kerijolson@gmail.com. Blessings. 
 

UMW Update 

“NO PASTY” PASTY SALE 

United Methodist Women 
had to cancel the March 
and September pasty sales.  
The sales are our main 
fundraiser for our pledge to 
the district for global missions.  We had also planned 
to designate $1.00/pasty sold to the Homeless 
Shelter fund. 

We are able to pay our 2020 pledge and then our 
funds will be depleted.  We are not making a definite 
2021 pledge because of the uncertainty as to when 
we can resume the sales. 

We thought our pasty customers might be willing to 
donate $1.00 per pasty you WOULD have ordered if 
we’d had a sale.  

If you would like to do that, checks are payable to 
UMW and can be sent to our treasurer Sandy Jackson 
at 515 14th Street, Baraboo.  Please make your 
donation by September 26, 2020. 

Indicate if you would like it to go to the Homeless 
Shelter and/or toward our pledge for global 
missions. 

Thanks for all your support over the years. 
    –Janet Brice 
 

New additions to our website 

The following videos available on our church web 
site, www.barabooumc.org: 

Faith Friends – Messages for children – under the 
“Youth” drop-down menu. 

Be Inspired Today, Good Parent, and Tango Dancing 
– (Ways to Survive a Pandemic for Those Living 
Alone) – under the “Adults” drop-down menu 
 

Can you help? 

If you can help Heidi Hughes move some items from 
a storage unit in town onto a vehicle on Saturday, 
September 19th at 9:00 a.m. please call or text her 
at 963-6741. Thank you. 
 

mailto:kerijolson@gmail.com
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Scholarship Thank You’s 

“As a recipient of the First United Methodist Church 
Scholarship, I want to thank the church as a whole.  
This Fall I will be attending UW–Madison as an 
undecided major thanks to the church’s continuous 
support.  Thank you again for the investment in me 
and I hope to give back to the church and community 
one day.  Sincerely, John Goeckermann” 
 
“Wow!  Thank you so much for the generous 
scholarship.  I am honored to receive the scholarship 
for a third year in a row.  Entering my junior year of 
college, I plan to study abroad in Spain in my second 
semester.  This scholarship will allow me to save for 
my trip throughout first semester and to get the 
most out of my time in Madrid (hopefully, I will 
master the Spanish language!).  Thank you again! 
Paige Goeckermann” 
 
“My name is Aubrey Penberthy and I am honored to 
be one of this year’s recipients of the First United 
Methodist Church scholarship.  Thanks to you and 
your donation, I am able to continue my education at 
the University of Wisconsin – Green Bay.  My 
educational pursuits would not be possible without 
you.  Thank you for enabling me to reach my fullest 
personal and professional potential. 
Sincerely, Aubrey Penberthy” 
 
 

Neighborly Store Parking Lot Event 

 

Kandie Beckwith, Jim Hovde and Becky Hovde are 
pleased to announce the next Neighborly Store 
Parking Lot Event, which will be Friday, September 
18th from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Spread the word!   
 

“Waking Up White” Books Available 

The FUMC sponsored book 
discussion has ended, but if 
you would still like to read 
“Waking Up White and Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race” by 
Debby Irving on your own, we 
have several copies that can 
be borrowed from the church 
office.  Just call 356-3991 and 
we will get a copy to you (leave 
a message if you call outside of 
office hours). 
 
 

Sermon by Phone  
Sermon by Phone is our newest addition to our 
worship experience.  On 
Sunday mornings, or 
any time during the 
week, members and 
friends can dial  
608-402-4087 and hear 
the pastor speaking 
right to them!  Sermon 
by Phone for the week 
of September 13th will 
be scriptures, a story by 
retired UMC pastor John Sumwalt of Richland 
Center, and a prayer on the theme of "surrender.”  
 
 

Upper Room 
The Upper Room Daily Devotionals 
for September and October are 
now available by calling the 
Church Office at 608-356-3991 or 
emailing fumc@barabooumc.org. 
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Upcoming Birthdays 

 

No birthdays to report this week! 
 
 
 
 

This week at FUMC… 
Sunday ................................................ Sept. 13 

8:45am Sunday School begins 
9:30am Sunday School begins 
10:30am Online Worship 
 “God Will Take Care of You – 
 All Music Service by 
 Bruce Rasmussen and Family” 
4:00pm Neighborhood Prayer Walk 

 

Monday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ........ Sept. 14 
11:30am Staff Meeting 

 

Tuesday .............................................. Sept. 15 
 

Wednesday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ... Sept. 16 
5:30pm Parking Lot Supper 
 (reservation required) 

 

Thursday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ....... Sept. 17 
6:00pm “Native: Identity” Small Group 
 meets on the Church Patio 
 and Zoom (note time change) 

 

Friday ................................................. Sept. 18 
4:00pm Neighborly Store Parking Lot Event 

 

Saturday (Pastor’s Sabbath Day) ............ Sept. 19 
 

Sunday ................................................ Sept. 20 
10:30am Online Worship  

 “Wisdom for a Pandemic – 
 A Time to Mourn and 
 a Time to Dance” 

 


