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September 6, 2020 

First United Methodist Church 
615 Broadway St.  Baraboo, WI  53913 

Phone: (608) 356-3991  Email: fumc@barabooumc.org 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9am – 2pm 

Helping People Say “Yes!” to God 

Pastor’s Email: marianne.cotter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (608) 843-9641 

 

From the Pastor 

I want to thank the team that helped create the 
“Sacred Places of Sauk 
County” summer worship 
series: Charlene Flygt, 
Barbara Kell and Judy 
Kuse.  Yulia Yankovskaya 
and the children helped 
create altar decorations 
on August 2 and Bruce 
Stewart, Barbara Kell, Pete 
Shrake and John Taapken 
provided videos.  Thanks 
also to Donna Taapken 
and Gayla Holzem who created a visual image of our 
church’s mission showing a tree with the words 

“rooted in God, 
stronger together, 
reaching out to others.” 

As we come to the end 
of the series on sacred 
places in Sauk County 
and the Bible, there’s 
one more sacred place: 
our bodies.  It says in 1 
Corinthians 3:16 “Do 
you not know that you 
are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells 
in you?”  When bodies 
are violated, the sacred 
is made profane.  I’ve 
been thinking about the 
sacredness of bodies in 
light of what’s been 
happening in Kenosha.  
Here’s a prayer that 
came from my 
meditations: 

God, we lift up the Wisconsin city of Kenosha: 
battered, bruised, scarred from the violence of this 
past week.  Please give healing of body and spirit to 
Jacob Blake.  Bring solace to his parents.  Comfort all 
Black mothers and fathers who live in fear at what 
could happen to their children at the hands of those 
that abuse their institutional power (including some, 
not all, but some police).  For the times we have 
abused, damaged, violated or hurt the body of 
another, we ask forgiveness.  May we care as deeply 
about the looting of black and brown bodies 
throughout American history as much as we care 
about the looting of property in Kenosha.  Incarnate 
one, you came to us in the body of Jesus of Nazareth.  
Help us honor the sacredness of all bodies including 
our own  – and especially the sacredness of black and 
brown bodies – as we work towards a world of justice 
and peace.  In the name of the risen one, we pray.  
Amen.  
  – Love in Christ, Pastor Marianne  
 

Upcoming Online Worship… 

“Wisdom for a Pandemic” – the Book of Ecclesiastes  
For our September worship series, please bring a 
candle to light and a Bible with you to online 
worship.  You can always access a Bible via your 
smartphone by going to www.biblegateway.org 
where you can choose from a number of 
translations.  I recommend the New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV), the Common English Bible 
(CEB), or The Message. 

Sunday, September 6th  “Blessing of the Devices 
(Back to School Sunday)” Ecclesiastes 2:24-26,  
1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
In the year ahead, our phones, tablet computers and 
desktop computers will be an important part of our 
lives in this pandemic.  In our prayer time we will 
bless our electronic devices, as we dedicate our 
technology to the glory of God in the year ahead.  

mailto:fumc@barabooumc.org
mailto:marianne.cotter@gmail.com
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September 13th  All Music Service  Bruce Rasmussen 
and Family  

 

September 20th  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, John 11:35 
Special Music by Ellie and Cam Kennedy  

September 27th  Ecclesiastes 8:6-9, 16-17, 2 Timothy 
4:6-8  Special Music by Joe Kimmell 
 

CHURCH REOPENING UPDATE: 
MOVING INTO A NEW SEASON 

By Keri Olson, Administrative Council Chairperson 
August 31, 2020 

 
On August 31, the Baraboo First United Methodist 
Church’s Administrative Council met over Zoom to 
review and revise the church building reopening plan 
that we had approved in May. In addition to the 
survey of the full congregation that was conducted in 
June, we surveyed parents of the children and youth 
of our church earlier this month. Using the 
information from the surveys, as 
well as guidance from the Sauk 
County Health Department and 
the Wisconsin Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, the 
Administrative Council voted to 
take the following measures for 
September and October: 

Last spring, we had hoped that 
COVID-19 would be waning by 
now and that we would be able to resume some 
sense of normalcy as a church by fall. However, the 
virus has not subsided. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of the 
Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church recently recommended that United 
Methodist Churches in the Wisconsin Conference 
not reconvene in-person worship through the 
remainder of 2020.  

Continued Online and Telephone Worship Services; 
No In-Person Worship at This Time 

Our main concern at Baraboo FUMC remains the 
physical, spiritual and emotional well-being of all. 
Therefore, we will not resume worship in the church 
sanctuary at this time. We will, however, continue to 
offer online services on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. via 
Facebook and the church’s website 
(barabooumc.org). In addition, we will continue 
offering Sermon by Phone where you can call (608) 
402-4087 to hear the spoken portions of our weekly 
online worship service. In addition, we will offer 
outdoor worship services, drive-thru communion 
and other activities such as prayer walks on 
Wednesday evenings in September and October as 
weather permits.  

Autumn Sunday School and Wednesday Night 
Activities 

We plan to take advantage of the nice fall weather to 
offer opportunities for church school, family-
oriented activities and fellowship in the church’s 
parking lot on as many Wednesday evenings as 
possible.  Sunday School will be offered in a variety 
of ways—virtually, in the church parking lot, in family 
backyards, potentially on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings. Please watch your weekly 
updates from the church office, as well as the 
church’s Facebook page, for more information. 

Masks and Social Distancing 
Required on Church Property 

We will follow the State of 
Wisconsin’s July 30, 2020 
Emergency Order #1 requiring 
face coverings (masks). Everyone 
age 5+ is asked to wear a face 
covering whenever they are on 
church property, including in the 
building and the parking lot. 

(Children younger than age 5 will be encouraged, but 
not required to do so.) We will also observe six feet 
of social distancing. 

We will continue to consult with the Sauk County 
Health Department as our county’s public health 
authority to help inform our decisions during the 
pandemic. As we receive new information from 
them, we may need to make immediate changes to 
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our plan. Meanwhile, however, the Administrative 
Council will continue to regularly review our plan and 
make adjustments to it as necessary. 

We Are the Church Together! 

As we move into this new season of autumn, a time 
when we find ourselves being called to new things as 
a church and as a church family, I am reminded of We 
Are the Church in our United Methodist Hymnal: 
“The church is not a building, the church is not a 
steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church 
is a people. I am the church! You are the church! We 
are the church together! All who follow Jesus, all 
around the world! Yes, we’re the church together!”  

We may be doing things in new and unfamiliar ways 
right now, but we are still the church together. I 
thank you for your patience and prayers during this 
unusual season, and, as always, I welcome your 
thoughts and questions: (608) 393-7419, 
kerijolson@gmail.com. Blessings. 
 
 

Neighborhood Prayer Walk 

You are invited to take a Neighborhood Prayer Walk 
on Wednesday evening, September 9th at 6:00 p.m.  
You'll be given a small map and instructions on how 
to walk in the neighborhood around the church and 
pray for the people who live nearby.  What do you 
see?  Who do you encounter?  What conversations 
do you strike up?  How can we be praying for and 
serving these folks?  This is a time to listen, to notice, 
to be open to seeing what God is doing right around 
us.  All ages are welcome on the neighborhood 
prayer walk.  We'll end by 6:45 p.m. at the latest.  
Meet on the church patio, wear a mask and be 
prepared to practice social distancing.  Questions?  
Contact Pastor Marianne at 356-3991. 
 
 

Can you help? 
if you can help Heidi Hughes move some items 
from a storage unit in town onto a vehicle on 
Saturday, September 19th at 9:00 a.m. please 
call or text her at 963-6741. Thank you. 

 

New additions to our website 

The following videos available on our church web 
site, www.barabooumc.org: 

Faith Friends – Messages for children – under the 
“Youth” drop-down menu. 

Be Inspired Today and Good Parent – under the 
“Adults” drop-down menu 

Tango Dancing – (Ways to Survive a Pandemic for 
Those Living Alone) – Featured Content Block Tab on 
our Home Page 
 

Sunday School Resumes 
Sunday school will resume on September 13th at the 
church.  It will be offered on Sunday mornings 
between 9 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. and be over by the 
time online worship begins.  
There will be two options for 
parents to choose from: in-
person Sunday School and 
virtual Sunday School via 
ZOOM. In September and 
October, in-person Sunday 
school will be held only outside 
on the church patio and lawn, 
weather permitting, following safety precautions like 
mask wearing and social distancing.  Watch for more 
details coming in next week's email update!  
Questions? Email me at mamautka@yahoo.com.  
Thank you.  
-- Yulia Yankovskaya, Children's Ministry Coordinator 
 

Scholarship Thank You’s 

“As a recipient of the First United Methodist Church 
Scholarship, I want to thank the church as a whole.  
This Fall I will be attending UW–Madison as an 
undecided major thanks to the church’s continuous 
support.  Thank you again for the investment in me 
and I hope to give back to the church and community 
one day.  Sincerely, John Goeckermann” 

“Wow!  Thank you so much for the generous 
scholarship.  I am honored to receive the scholarship 
for a third year in a row.  Entering my junior year of 
college, I plan to study abroad in Spain in my second 
semester.  This scholarship will allow me to save for 
my trip throughout first semester and to get the 

mailto:kerijolson@gmail.com
mailto:mamautka@yahoo.com
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most out of my time in Madrid (hopefully, I will 
master the Spanish language!).  Thank you again! 
Paige Goeckermann” 

“My name is Aubrey Penberthy and I am honored to 
be one of this year’s recipients of the First United 
Methodist Church scholarship.  Thanks to you and 
your donation, I am able to continue my education at 
the University of Wisconsin – Green Bay.  My 
educational pursuits would not be possible without 
you.  Thank you for enabling me to reach my fullest 
personal and professional potential. 
Sincerely, Aubrey Penberthy” 
 

“Native: Identity, Belonging and Rediscovering 
God” by Kaitlin Curtice (Brazos Press)  
Jill Ellinwood, Convener  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The small group discussion of the book “Native” by 
Kaitlin Curtice continues on Thursday, September 10 
at 6:30 p.m. on the church patio for those who would 
like to meet in person (weather permitting).  I will 
also have a zoom link (for computer or phone) for 
those who prefer this virtual option.  Hopefully, this 
hybrid option will work for all.  If you plan to meet in 
person consider bringing you own chair.  I can bring 
out metal chairs from the fellowship hall if you do 
not want to bring one. 

I have some books available. Please let me know if 
you need one and I will drop one off to you.  Also, 
please let me know if you plan to meet in person or 
via Zoom. 

My cell number is 608 963 1644 if you have any 
questions. 

In Peace, 
Jill Ellinwood, jellinwood@centurytel.net 
 
 

UMW Update 

Here is a fun way to support Second Harvest Food 
Bank.  They are 
having their Go 
Orange campaign 
in conjunction 
with Channel 15 
on September 10.  
Submit a picture 

of yourself (or a group) wearing something orange to 
NBC15’s Facebook page using #Orange4SHFB.  
Sponsors will make a donation to Second Harvest for 
every pic sent.  (I may even send a picture of my 
orange cat – LOL!).  Our church's youth group has 
done this once or twice. 

 

Sermon by Phone  
Sermon by Phone is our newest addition to our 
worship experience.  On 
Sunday mornings, or 
any time during the 
week, members and 
friends can dial  
608-402-4087 and hear 
the pastor speaking 
right to them!  Sermon 
by Phone will allow you 
to hear the major 
portions of worship 
(welcome, scripture reading, message and prayer for 
the week).   
 

Recent Spear Phishing Attempts 
Several parishioners received bogus text messages 
and/or emails, purportedly from Pastor Marianne, 
asking for help and even asking for gift cards to be 
purchased and sent to “her.”  These are targeted 
attacks aimed at people who the scammers know will 
know Pastor Marianne and might be susceptible to 
the ploy.  We draw your attention to the scam and 
trust you will not fall for it.  Whether by text or email, 
Pastor Marianne will not solicit gift cards from you.  
The church has several benevolent funds which can 
be used for legitimate emergency requests.  We have 
contacted the Baraboo Police Department and they 
are aware of the recent attempts.  If you receive a 
phishing text or phony email message, please call 

mailto:jellinwood@centurytel.net
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the office at 356-3991 and provide what 
information you can so we can get an idea of the 
extent of these fraudulent attempts.  Thanks for 
your help and please remain vigilant. 
 

Upper Room 
The Upper Room Daily Devotionals 
for September and October are 
now available by calling the 
Church Office at 608-356-3991 or 
emailing fumc@barabooumc.org. 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Birthdays 

September 7 – Kenda Scott 
September 8 – Emily Moll 
September 8 – Lennon Philipp 
September 8 – Luna Philipp 
September 9 – Peggy Bonnell 
September 10 – Randy Ebright 
September 10 – Jose Mercado 
September 12 – LouAnn Ward 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week at FUMC… 

Sunday ................................................. Sept. 6 
10:30am Online Worship  

 “Blessing of the Devices 
 (Back to School Sunday)” 
 

Monday (Labor Day - Office closed) .......... Sept. 7 

 
 

Tuesday ................................................ Sept. 8 
 

Wednesday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ..... Sept. 9 
10:00am Staff Meeting 
10:30am Prayer Shawl on the Church Patio 
6:00pm Neighborhood Prayer Walk 

 

Thursday (Office Hours: 9am – 2pm) ....... Sept. 10 
6:30pm “Native: Identity” Small Group 
 meets on the Church Patio 
 and Zoom 

 

Friday ................................................. Sept. 11 
 

Saturday (Pastor’s Sabbath Day) ............ Sept. 12 
 

Sunday ............................................... Sept. 13 
10:30am Online Worship 
 “All Music Service: 
 Bruce Rasmussen and Family” 
 


