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Prelude Aimee Lutz, Worship Musician 

Words for Centering 

As we enter into this sacred place, 
put away the pressures of the world that ask us 
to perform, 
to take up masks, 
to put on brave fronts. 
Silence the voices that ask you to be perfect. 
This is a community of compassion and welcoming.    
We bring all that we are and all that we yet can be, 
to this safe and sacred place. 

Welcome and Introduction to Ash Wednesday Worship   

“At once the Spirit forced Jesus out into the wilderness.  He was in  
the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan.  He was among the  

wild animals, and the angels took care of him.”        Mark 1:12-13 

Opening Prayer  (unison) 

Truly we are dust, and to dust we shall return; 
and truly we are yours, and to you we shall return. 
Help us in this time of worship to turn around and begin again. 
Help us to perceive new growth amid the ashes of the old. 
Give us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us.  
Amen. 

†Hymn “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 
  The U.M. Hymnal #269, verses 1, 2 & 3 

Reading from the Hebrew Scripture   Psalm 51:1-17 
 The U.M. Hymnal #785 

Children’s Message – Part 1  

Responsive Prayer of Confession 

I will give you a new heart and place a new spirit within you, 
taking from your bodies your stony hearts 
and giving you natural hearts.  (Ezekiel 36:26) 

A clean heart create for me, O God, 
and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 

Yet even now, says the Lord, 
return to me with your whole heart, 
with fasting, and weeping, and mourning.  (Joel 2:12) 



 

A clean heart create for me, O God, 
and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 

I will give you a heart with which to understand that I am the Lord.  
You shall be my people and I will be your God, 
for you shall return to me with your whole heart.  (Jeremiah 24:7) 

A clean heart create for me, O God, 
and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 

Oh, that today you would hear his voice: 
“Harden not your hearts.”  (Psalms 95:7-8) 

A clean heart create for me, O God, 
and a steadfast spirit renew within me. 

Personal Reflection Time with Prayer Hymn “Lord, Have Mercy ” 
  The U.M. Hymnal #482 

Ash Wednesday Reflection “Dirty Faces and Clean Hearts” 

Liturgical Dance   “In Christ Alone” (Getty and Townend)  
 Directed by Yulia Yankovskaya 
 with Gemma Fritsch, Lizzy and David Hanson,  
 Sienna Lutz, Marin Mercado, Destini Price, 
  Yana Pullen, and Zakhar Pullen 

Prayer of Blessing and Imposition of Ashes 

Our ancestors in the faith 
used ashes as a sign of our repentance, 
a symbol of the uncertainty and fragility 
of human life. 
Like them, 
we have tasted the ashes of hopelessness; 
we have walked through the ashes 
of our loss and pain; 
we have stood knee-deep 
in the ashes of our brokenness.  Let us pray: 

God of our lives, 
out of the dust of creation 
you have formed us and given us life. 
May these ashes not only be a sign 
of our repentance and death, 
but reminders that by your gift of grace 
in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, 
we are granted life forever with you.  Amen. 



 

All come forward to receive the imposition of ashes. 

Children’s Message – Part 2   

Offering with Hymn   “Lord, I I Want to be a Christian” 
 The U.M. Hymnal #402, verses 1, 2 & 4 

Please remain seated as we sing.  During this  
time the offering will be received. 

Offering is brought forward in silence. 

Reading from the Christian Scripture Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Youth Group Invitation to “Sacred Spaces” and Invitation to a Holy Lent  

Loving Lord, 
at the beginning of this Lenten season, 
we are met with the challenge of handing over 
every bit of our lives that do not come from You. 
To rid ourselves of what clutters our lives, 
and all that distracts us from the simple truth 
of Your love for us. 

So, lead and guide us on this Lenten way. 
May we walk with Jesus toward the hill just outside of Jerusalem. 
May we like Him take up our cross and follow, 
spending each moment of our lives living responsively to You, 
just as Christ Himself did. 
For that is the faithful way.  Amen. 

†Hymn “Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday’s Ashes” 
  The Faith We Sing #2138 

†Blessing 

†Postlude † = Please rise if you are able 
 
 

 

SERVING YOU TODAY… 
Pastor ...................................................................... Marianne Cotter 
Ushers .............................................................. Pete and Kim Shrake 
A/V PowerPoint & Booth ............................................... Mike Pullen 
Worship Musician ............................................................Aimee Lutz 


