Welcome to Worship!

First Sunday of Advent

“Angels Among Us”
#DoNotBeAfraid #morehope

Welcome to our Advent worship series “Angels Among Us
#donotbeafraid!” The word angel means “messenger.” Today we hear
how the angel Gabriel brought a message of hope to Zechariah and
Elizabeth. At the end of worship, we’ll be sent out on a mission: to be
messengers of hope in this hurting world.
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Welcome to worship at First UMC Baraboo. Our mission is ‘Helping people ‘Say
Yes’ to God. “Do no harm, do all the good you can and stay in love with God” are
the three simple rules we seek to live by. As you wait for worship to begin, please
sign the pew pad register. If you have a joy or concern today, fill out one of the
cards provided and place it in the offering plate when it is passed. If you are a
first time guest, please fill out a visitor card found in the pew racks. Children are
always welcome in worship; ‘busy bags’ are available just outside the door to
fellowship hall. Our staffed nursery is available for children infants thru age five.

Prelude Bruce Rasmussen, Worship Musician
Ringing of the Bell / Welcome & Announcements

Advent Candle Procession (twice through)
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel his mighty power and his grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings,
| see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Introit “Angels Among Us”
Vocal Choir
Opening Prayer
Holy living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit,
Alight with us your flame of hope this day.
Grant us openness to hear your message.
Grant us courage to be your messengers in the world, creating
more hope in the midst of fear.

tPassing the Peace

tAdvent Hymn “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
The U.M. Hymnal #196

Young Messengers of the Church

Special Music “There’s a Song in the Air” (Holland and Raney)
Vocal Choir & Ellen Lee, piano
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Scripture Reading Luke 1:5-25 and 57-80

Steve Getsinger (Narrator) & Ben Bromley (Angel)

Angel: ...Your son is the one who will fulfill this prophecy: he will be

the Lord’s forerunner, the one who will prepare the people and make
them ready for God.

Narrator: Zechariah replied: How can | be sure of what you’re telling
me? | am an old man, and my wife is far past the normal age for
women to bear children. This is hard to believe! ...

Narrator: ... When Zechariah’s voice was restored to him, he sang
from the fullness of the Spirit a prophetic blessing.

May the Lord God of Israel be blessed indeed! For God’s
intervention has begun, and He has moved to rescue us, the people
of God. And the Lord has raised up a powerful sign of liberation for
us from among the descendants of God’s servant, King David.

Sung Response to the Word “You Are Mine”
The Faith We Sing #2218 (refrain)
Do not be afraid, | am with you, | have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, | will bring you home.
| love you and you are mine.

Sermon #morehope

Celebration of Holy Communion
Z The Great Thanksgiving
... Be assured of your freedom as forgiven and beloved children of the
Most Gracious God, And all God’s people say: Amen!

God be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

... And so we proclaim this ancient song with all the saints and angels:
Holy, holy, holy God! God of power! God of might!

Heaven and earth are full of your glory!

Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you! Blessed are you!

...Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured
out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as
your drink it, in remembrance of me.” And so we anticipate the birth of
hope anew, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
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Z The Lord’s Prayer The U.M. Hymnal #895

Z Invitation to Holy Communion
All are welcome to receive Communion; you do not need to be a member of this
church or a member of the United Methodist Church. This is the Lord’s Table;
he is the host and we are all his guests. At the direction of the ushers you will be
invited to come forward, and you will be given a piece of bread and offered a
small cup of juice. After receiving, you may chose to remain in prayer at the
altar rail or return immediately to your seats. Gluten free communion wafers
are available upon request. If you prefer to be served in the pews, please alert
one of the ushers. As you come forward for Communion, you are invited to
bring your offering and place it in the plates provided.

Music for Communion “Advent Alleluia” (Patrick Liebergen)
Vocal Choir
Closing Communion Prayer

tChristmas Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
The U.M. Hymnal #240
tClosing Words

tAngel Hymn “Angels Everywhere” (words by Janet Brice)
Tune: The Church’s One Foundation
The U.M. Hymnal #545

Seek angels in the bright stars, that sparkle in the sky.

Seek angels in the stately trees, that lift their branches high.
Seek angels in the snowflakes, all dancing in the air.

For you will surely find them. God’s angels everywhere.

tPostlude t = Please rise if you are able

Many thanks to Kirk Knight for creating our beautiful angel wing murals. As you
leave today, you will be given a tree ornament as you exit through fellowship hall.
There is one for every household (no matter if you are a household of 1 or 10).
This will be a reminder for you throughout Advent/Christmas that there are
indeed “angels among us!”

SERVING YOU TODAY...

PaSTOr e e Marianne Cotter
ChUrCh OPENET ...uiie et Alice Schellenberger
GIEETEI(S) ceeeirrrerieeeeeeiitere e e e e eeceirrr e e e e e e sebareeeeeeeseatsreeeeeeessnbareeeeees Rajean Bender
USNEIS ettt ettt sttt s sbe e et be e e sanesnee s The Foxes
A/V Powerpoint & Booth ........ccccccvvevvennenn. Mike Hanson & Alice Schellenberger
(© o To )1 g D11 <To1 o] SR UPUT Charlene Flygt
Worship MUSICIAN ...ooiiiiiiiieec e Bruce Rasmussen

Thank you to the Choir for providing special music!
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